
CITIZENS' BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
BYLAWS 

Section 1. Committee Established.. Rio Hondo Community College District (the 
"District") was successful at the election conducted on March 2, 2004, in obtaining authorization 
from the District's voters to issue up to $245,581,122 aggregate principal amount of the 
District's general obligation bonds, pursuant to a 55% vote .. The election was conducted under 
Prnposition 39, being chaptered as the Strict Accountability in Local School Consttuction Bonds 
Act of 2000, at Section 15264 et seq.. of the Education Code of the State ("Prnp 39"}. Pursuant 
to Section 15278 of the Education Code, the District is now obligated to establish the Conunittee 
in order to satisfy the accountability requirements of Prop 39 .. The Board of1rustees of the Rio 
Hondo Community College District (the "Board") hereby establishes the Citizens' Bond 
Oversight Committee (the "Conunittee") which shall have the duties and tights set fo1th in these 
Bylaws. 

Section 2. Purposes. 1he pm:poses of the Committee are set forth in Prop 39, and these 
Bylaws are specifically made subject to the applicable provisions of Plop 39 as to the duties and 
rights of the Conunittee.. The Committee shall be deemed to be sul>ject to the Ralph M .. Brown 
Public Meetings Act of the State of California and shall conduct its meetings in accordance with 
the provisions thereof The District shall provide necessary administrative suppo1t to the 
Committee as shall be consistent with the Conunittee's pmposes, set forth in Plop :39 .. 

The proceeds of general obligation bonds issued pursuant to the Election are hereinafter 
refened to as ''Bond proceeds .. " 

Section 3. Duties. To cauy out its stated pm:poses, the Committee shall pe1fo1m the 
following duties: 

3. 1 Review Expenditmes. The Committee shall review quarterly expenditure reports 
produced by the District to ensure that (a) Bond proceeds are expended only for the purposes set 
forth in the ballot measUI'e; (b) no Bond proceeds are used for any teacher or administrative 
salruies or other operating expenses of the District. 

3.2 Annual Report 1he Conunittee shall present to the Board, in public session, an 
annual wiitten report which shall include the following: 

(a) A statement indicating whether the District is in compliance with the 
requirements of Article XIlIA, Section l(b)(3) of the California Constitution; and 

(b) A sununruy of the Conunittee's proceedings and activities for the 
preceding year. 

Section 4. Authorized Activities .. 

4. l In order to perform the duties set forth in Section 3 .0, the Conunittee may engage 
in the following authorized activities: 
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(a) Receive and review copies of the District's annual independent 
performance audit and annual independent financial audit, required by Article XIIIA of 
the California Constitution 

(b) Inspect school site facilities and grounds for which bond proceeds have 
been or will be expended, in accordance with any access procedure established by the 

[INSERT IIILE OF PROJECT MANAGER AT 
DISTRICT] 

(c) Review copies of deferred maintenance proposal or plans developed by 
the District 

( d) Review the Distiict' s efforts to maximize use of Bond proceeds in ways 
designed to: (1) reduce costs of professional fees or site acquisition; (2) incorporate 
efficiencies in school site design; (3) encomage joint use of core facilities; or (4) involve 
cost-effective and efficient reusable facility plans. 

4..2 Make requests for copies or inspection of District records in writing to the 
District's __________ [INSERT TITLE OF PROJECT MANAGER AT 
DISTRICT] 

Section 5. Membel'Ship. 

5 . .1 Number .. The Committee shall consist ofa minimum of7 members appointed by 
the Board from a list of candidates (submitting written applications] and based on criteria 
established by Prop 39, to wit: 

5..2 

(1) at least one representative of the local business community; 

(2) at lease one person active in a senior citizens' organization; 

(3) at least one person active in a bona fide taxpayers' organization; 

(4) one student who is both cuuently emolled in the District and 
active in an organization, such as student government, who may, at the discretion 
of the Board, serve for up to sJX months following giaduation; 

(5) at least one person active in the support and organization of the 
District, one of its advisory councils or the Dis!Iict Foundation 

Qualification Standards .. 

(a) To be a qualified person, he or she must be at least 18 yearn of age and 
reside within the District's geographic boundary, in accordance with Government Code 
Section 1020. 

(b) The committee may not include any employee, official of the District or 
any vendor, con!Iactor or consultant of the District. 
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5.3 Ethics; Conflicts of Interest By accepting appointment to the Committee, each 
member agrees to comply with Articles 4 (commencing with Section 1090) and 4.7 
( commencing with Section 1125) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code and the 
Political Reform Act (Gov. Code§§ 81000 et seq.), and to complete the Form 700 as required by 
all "designated employees" of the District. Additionally, each member shall comply with the 
Committee Ethics Policy attached as Attachment A to these Bylaws 

54 Term. Except as otherwise provided herein, each member shall serve a term of 
two (2) years, beginning May 2004 No member may serve more than two (2) consecutive 
terms. At the Committee's first meeting, members shall draw lots to select a minimum majority 
for an initial three (3) year term and the remaining members for an initial two (2) year term. 

5..5 Removal; Vacancy. The Board may remove any Committee member for cause, 
including failure to attend three consecutive Committee meetings or for failur·e to comply with 
the Committee Ethics Policy. Upon a member's removal, his or her seat shall be declared 
vacant The Board, in accordance with the established appointment process shall fill any 
vacancies on the Committee. 

5 .. 6 Compensation.. The Committee members shall not be compensated for their 
services 

Section 6. Meetings of the Committee. 

6.1 Regular Meetings. The Committee shall establish a schedule for the date and time 
of regular meetings to be held at least quarterly to include an annual organizational meeting to be 
held in July. 

6.2 Location. All meetings shall be held at 3600 Workman Mill Road, 
Administration Building, located at Whittier, California, or at some other location within the 
District freely accessible to the public, as may be designated by the Committee on the particular· 
agenda. 

6.3 Procedures. All meetings shall be open to the public in accordance with the 
Ralph M .. Brown Act, Government Code Section 54950 et .seq.. Meetings shall be conducted 
according to such additional procedural rules as the Committee may adopt A majority of the 
number of Committee members shall constitute a quorwn for the transaction of any business 
except adjournment 

Section 7. District Support. 

7.J The District shall provide to the Committee necessary technical and 
administrative assistance as follows: 

(a) preparation of and posting of public notices as required by the Brown Act, 
ensuring that all notices to the public are provided in the same manner as notices 
regarding meetings of the District Board; 
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(b) prov1s10n of a meeting room, including any necessary audio/visual 
equipment; 

(c) preparation and copies of any documentary meeting materials, such as 
agendas and reports; and 

( d) retention of all Committee records, and providing public access to such 
records on an Internet website maintained by the District 

7..2 District staff shall attend all Committee proceedings in order to report on the 
status of prc,jects and the expenditures of Bond proceeds. 

Section 8.. Reports. In addition to the Annual Report required in Section 3 2, the 
Committee shall report to the Board at least quarterly in order to advise the Bomd on the 
activities of the Committee.. Such report shall be in writing and shall summarize the proceedings 
and activities conducted by the Committee. 

Section 9.. Officers.. The Committee shall elect a chair and a vice-chair who shall act as 
chair only when the chair is absent, which positions shall continue for two (2) yem terms. No 
person shall serve as chair for more than two consecutive terms .. 

Section 10. Amendment of Bvlaws.. Any mnendment to these Bylaws shall be 
approved by a two-thirds vote of the entire Bomd .. 

Section 11. Termination .. The Committee shall automatically terminate and disband at 
the em-lier of the date when (a) all bond proceeds are spent, or (b) all projects funded by bond 
proceeds m·e completed .. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

CITIZENS' BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
ETHICS POLICY STATEMENT 

This Ethics Policy Statement provides general guidelines for Committee members to 
following carrying out their roles Not all ethical issues that Committee members face are 
covered in this Statement However, this Statement captures some of the critical areas that help 
define ethical and professional conduct for Committee members.. The provisions of this 
Statement were developed from existing laws, rules, policies and procedures as well as fiom 
concepts that define generally accepted good business practices. Committee members are 
expected to strictly adhere to the provisions of this Ethics Policy. 

POLICY 

• CONFLICT OF INTEREST. A Committee member shall not make or influence a 
District decision related to: (1) any contract funded by Bond proceeds or (2) any District 
construction project which will benefit the committee member's outside employment, business, 
or a personal finance or benefit an immediate family member, such as a spouse, child or parent 

• OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT. A Committee member shall not use his or her· authority 
over a particular matter to negotiate future employment with any person or organization that 
relates to : (1) any contract funded by Bond proceeds, or {2) any District construction project A 
Committee member shall not make or influence a District decision related to any construction 
project involving the interest of a person with whom the member has an agreement concerning 
current or future employment, or remuneration of any kind .. For a period of two (2) years after 
leaving the Committee, a former Committee member may not represent any person or 
organization for compensation in connection with any matter pending before the District that, as 
a Committee member, he or she participated in personally and substantially. Specifically, for a 
period of two (2) years after leaving the Committee, a former Committee member and the 
companies and businesses for which the member wmks shall be prohibited from contracting with 
the District with respect to: (a) bidding on projects funded by Bond proceeds; and {b) any 
District construction project 

• COMMITMEN1 TO UPHOLD LAW. A Committee member shall uphold the 
federal and California Constitutions, the laws and regulations of the United States and the State 
of California (particularly the Education Code) and all other applicable government entities, and 
the policies, procedures, rules and regulations of the Rio Hondo Community College District. 

• COMMITMENT TO DISTRJCT. A Committee member shall place the inter·ests of 
the District above any personal or business interest of the member. 
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Vote 2000 Home I Ballot Pamphlet Home I Campaign Finance] Secretary of State Home 

32 I 33 I 34 I 35 I 36 I 37 I 38 I 39 
PROPOSITION 2000 General 

39 SCHOOL FACILITIES. 550/o LOCAL VOTE. BONDS, 
TAXES. ACCOUNTABILITY REQUIREMENTS. 

Text of Proposed Law 

This initiative measure is submitted to the people of California in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 8 of Article Tl of the California Constitution 

This initiative measure amends provisions of the California Constitution and the Education 
Code; therefore, existing provisions proposed to be deleted are printed in stFikee"'t t~ pe and 
new provisions proposed to be added are printed in 1talic type to indicate that they are new 

PROPOSED LAW 

SMALLER CLASSES, SAFER SCHOOLS AND FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
ACT 

SECTION ONE TITLE 

This act shall be known as the Smaller Classes Safer Schools and Financial Accountability 
Act 

SECTION TWO FINDINGS AND DECLARA IIONS 

The people of the State of California find and declare as follows: 

(a) Investing in education is crucial ifwe are to prepare our children for the 21st Century 

(b) We need to make sure our children have access to the learning tools of the 21st Century 
like computers and the Internet, but most California classrooms do not have access to these 
technologies 

(c) We need to build new classrooms to facilitate class size reduction, so our children can 
learn basic skills like reading and mathematics in an environment that ensures that 
California's commitment to class size reduction does not become an empty promise 

(d) We need to repair and rebuild our dilapidated schools to ensure that our children learn in 
a safe and secure environment 

(e) Students in public charter schools should be entitled to reasonable access to a safe and 
secure learning environment 

(f) We need to give local citizens and local parents the ability to build those classrooms by a 
55 percent vote in local elections so each community can decide what is best for its 
children 

(g) We need to ensure accountability so that fonds are spent prudently and only as directed 
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by citizens of the community 

SECTION THREE PURPOSE AND INTENT 

In order to prepare our children for the 21st Century, to implement class size reduction, to 
ensure that our children learn in a secure and safe environment, and to ensure that school 
districts are accountable for prudent and responsible spending for school facilities the 
people of the State of California do hereby enact the Smaller Classes, Safer Schools and 
Financial Accountability Act This measure is intended to accomplish its purposes by 
amending the California Constitution and the California Education Code: 

(a) To provide an exception to the limitation on ad valorem property taxes and the two­
thirds vote requirement to allow school districts. community college districts, and county 
offices of education to equip our schools for the 21st Century, to provide our children with 
smaller classes, and to ensure our children's safety by repairing, building, furnishing and 
equipping school facilities: 

(b) To require school district boards, community college boards, and county offices of 
education to evaluate safety, class size reduction, and information technology needs in 
developing a list of specific projects to present to the voters: 

(c) To ensure that before they vote, voters will be given a list of specific projects their bond 
money will be used for; 

(d) To require an annual, independent financial audit of the proceeds from the sale of the 
school facilities bonds until all of the proceeds have been expended for the specified school 
facilities projects: and 

(e) To ensure that the proceeds from the sale of school facilities bonds are used for specified 
school facilities projects only, and not for teacher and administrator salaries and other 
school operating expenses, by requiring an annual, independent performance audit to ensure 
that the funds have been expended on specific projects only 

SECTION FOUR 

Section l of Article Xlll A of the California Constitution is amended to read: 

SEC I (a) The maximum amount of any ad valorem tax on real property shall not exceed 
One percent ( l %) of the foll cash value of such property The one percent (I%) tax to be 
collected by the counties and apportioned according to law to the districts within the 
counties 

(b) The limitation provided for in subdivision (a) shall not apply to ad valorem taxes or 
special assessments to pay the interest and redemption charges on f-1-1 any indeb,edne~~ of 
the followi11g 

(1) Indebtedness approved by the voters prior to July I, 1978 , er(?) Bil) bended 

(2) Bonded indebtedness for the acquisition or improvement of real property approved on or 
after July I, 1978, by two-thirds of the votes cast by the voters voting on the proposition 
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(3J Bonded indebtedne.ss inc111 red hy a ,chem/ di1t1ict, community college di1t1 ict, 01 county 
office of educationfm the co111Lr11ctio11, 1ecm11t1 ucli011 1ehabihlation, 01 replacement of 
school facililie1 including the fi11 ni.shing and equipping of school facilities, or the 
acq11i1itio11 or leme of real JJI ope, ty fi)/ school fi,c,!,ties app10ved by 55 percent of the 
voters of the district or county, m approp, iate, voling OJI the JJI oposition 011 or afte1 the 
effective date of the measure adding this pmagroph Thi, pmagraph shall apply only ifthe 
propo1itio11 appmved by the voter, and I esulting 111 the bonded indebtedneis includes all of 
the following accountability I equ11 eme11/.\ 

(AJ A requi1emenl that the proceed, fiom the .mle ojthe bonds be used only for the 
purposes specified in Arlicle XII! A Section I (h){3J and no/ fo1 any othe1 p111pose, 
includmg teache1 and adminis/rator mlarie., a11d other school operating expenses 

(BJ A list of the specific 1choolfacilities p101ects to befunded and certification that the 
school disttict bomd commu11ily college boa1d or co1111ty office of education has evaluated 
safety, class size I eduction, and infimnalion /echnology needs m developing that list. 

(CJ A requirement !hat the school di.sine/ bomd community college bomd, m county office 
cif education conduct a,1 annual. 111dependent pe,jimnance audit lo e111111e that the funds 
have been expended only 011 the speufic pi ojec/1 l!1ted 

(DJ A 1equirement that the .1chool dl\tl ,u homd wmmunily college board or county office 
of education conduct an w1111,al independent_finmllial audit of the proceeds ftom the sale 
of the bonds until all of those proceeds have been expended jiH the .school facihties 
projects 

(c) Notw1thsta11d111g any othe1 provr1iom of law m of this Constitution, school distncts, 
community college d,sh icls and co1111I) offices of ed11calio11 may levy a 55 percent vote ad 
valorem taxp1111uant to s11bdn•11w11 (bJ 

SECTION FIVE 

Section 18 of Article XVI of the California Constitution is amended to read: 

SEC 18 (a) No county, city, town, township, board of education, or school district, shall 
incur any indebtedness or liability in any manner or for any purpose exceeding in any year 
the income and revenue provided for such year, without the assent of two-thirds of the 
EJUa-lifiecl eleelars lherea( w,/en of the public entity voting at an election to be held for that 
purpose, except that with respect to any such public entity which is authorized to incur 
indebtedness for public school purposes, any proposition for the incurrence of indebtedness 
in the form of general obligation bonds for the purpose of repairing, reconstructing or 
replacing public school buildings determined, in the manner prescribed by law, to be 
structurally unsafe for school use, shall be adopted upon the approval of a majority of the 
EJUttlifiea eleelars w,te, s of the public entity voting on the proposition at such election; nor 
unless before or at the time of incurring such indebtedness provision shall be made for the 
collection of an annual tax sufficient to pay the interest on such indebtedness as it falls due, 
and ulsa 15ra,isie~110 eeMtitctte p!()vide fi" a sinking fond for the payment of the principal 
thereof on or before maturity. which shall not exceed forty years from the time of 
contracting the :1arnc~ i:,ro, ieied, Lon c ~ er, any t!ti11.=, ta tile eontrttt) Lercin act c.-itL:,ta11cli1t!,, 

wlieft indehted11e11 
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(b) Notw1th,tanding s11hd1vi.1io11 (a), m1 01 afie1 !he effective date of the meamre adding this 
subdivision, in the cme of any .1chool district, w111m11111ty college disl!ict. or county office of 
education, any proposition fiH the 111wn ence of i11debted11ess in the fbrm of general 
obligation bondsfi,r the comtmc//011, 1ew111trncrion, rehabi/itallon, 01 replacement of 
school facilities, including thefirn11shi11g and equipping of school faci/illes, or the 
acquisition or lease of1 ea/ prope1 ly fm school facilities shall be adopted upon the 
approval of55 penenl C!f the vote11 of the d1s/1 icl or county, as app1 opliate, votmg on the 
proposition at an eleclion This ,11bdiv1S10II .,hall apply only to a p1oposillonfor the 
zncurrence of indebtedness ,n thejiHm of general obligation bondsfiH the purposes 
specified in this s11bdivi1io111fthe p, oposition meets all of the accountability requirements 
ofparagraph {3) of subdivision {b) <,f Sec/ion 1 ofA, tic/e XIII A. 

(c) When two or more propositions for incurring any indebtedness or liability are submitted 
at the same election. the votes cast for and against each proposition shall be counted 
separately, and when two-thirds or a majority 01 55 percent of the ei~alified eleeters voters, 
as the case may be, voting on any one of~ !hose propositions, vote in favor thereof~ 
the proposition shall be deemed adopted 

SECTION SIX 

Section 47614 of the Education Code is amended to read: 47614 A sehMl distriet in oohieh 
a el-1afl:ef sel1ooi operates 21LB:ll penuit a el.tt1.i:er sel:eel to ttse, at 110 charge, faeilitie:, flOt 
eunet1H) beiu.; ttseei by tLe seLael district far iHJtrttetia1tftl or aeili1ini.:1trati c e pctrposcJ, er 
1:lrat Im, e 11et Bee1, histerieftll) ttsccl for re11tal pttq,ascs t3re, icleel the el1a1=tcr sel1eel sl1all be 
FCSt3ettsible fur rea-sena61e t'lH•tintelittnee eftl.a:,e facilities. 

(a) The intent of the people in ame11di11R ,\eel ion !761-1 i1 that public 1choolfaci!tt1es should 
be sha, ed fi1i1/y among all p11hlic schcJO! pupil, 111c/11ding those in charter schools 

(b) Each school dilllict shall make available, 10 each cha, ter .school operating in the school 
dist1ict,facihtie.1 S!![fiuent fiH the cha, ter .school to accommodate all c;j the charte1 
school's in--district students in co11ditio11.1 1 easonahly equivalent to those in which the 
students would be accommuda!ed if !hey ,,ere a/tending othet public schools c,fthe district 
Facilities p1ovided shall he co11t1g110111, fi1mished and equipped and shall remain the 
prope1 ty of the .school di.stric ,. lhe school di.sll" I shall make remonahle efforts to provide 
the chatter school with faulilies nea, lo whe, e the cha, ter 1chool wishes to locale, and 
shall not move the cha, /er school 11n11ecesrn11/y 

{!) The school dillrict may cha, ;se !he cha//er school a pro I ata share (based on the ratio of 
space allocated by the school d"tr ict lo !he charte, school divided by the total space of the 
district) of those school dist1iUfilcilihe1 cosh which the school district paysfor with 
unrestricted generalfi111d I eve1111es The charier school shall 11ot be otherwise chargedfor 
use of the facilities No schcJO! d1S!ricl shed/ be I eq11ired to me unrestricted general fimd 
1even11e.s to rent, buy, 01 leasefilcilities fi)r charier school students. 

(2) Each yea, each char1e1 school de.111i11g facihlies fiom a school d1111 ict III which it is 
ope,ating shall provide !he 1choo/ di ,11icl with a, easonahle puyect,on c;f the charte, 
school's avera,;e daily cfm11 oom atte11da11ce hy m-disll ll I s!11de11t.s fiH the fi:,llow mg yea, . . 
The district shall allow!efircil//1es to !he chmter schuol for Iha! fi;!/mcingyea, based upon 
this p101ectim1 If!he chm te, school, d111 i11g Iha! ji;//owi11g yea,, gene1 ates les .. s average 

7/1 ,<{'")f){),1 
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daily clasvoom attendance by 111-disll ,ct students than it prcyected, the charter YChool shall 
reimbune the district fm the over-allocated space al rates lo be ,et by the State Board of 
Education 

(3) Each school dis/I ict '.s ,esponsibi/ities under this seC/l{)n .shall take effect th,ee years 
fi·om the effective date of the measure which added this sub pa, agi aph, 01 1/ the school 
district pas.se1 a school bond mem111 e pi IOI tu that time 011 the fin/ day of July next 
following .such pm sage 

(4) Facilities requests based upon ptcyecliom ,!ffewe, than 80 units of ave,age daily 
classroom allendance for the yem may he denied by the school di;tr ict 

(5) The term 'ope, a/111g, ' as 11.sed 111 thi.s .section, shall mean either currently pIOviding 
public education to i11--dist1hl s111den1s 01 hav111g ,denlified al leas/ 80 in-di1tnct sll!dents 
who are mea11i11gfiilly 1111e1 e.sted 111 e111 olli11g 111 the chw1e1 .school fi)f thefu/lowing yea, 

(6) The Slate Depw 1me111 of Eduwtw11 shall prnpuse, and the Slate Board of Education 
may adopl, 1 egulatiom i111ple111e11li11g 1/11s suhd1v/\io11, i11c/11dmg but not limited to de_fining 
the tenn.s "ave, age daily cla.\:,.,J oom atlendanc e, ·co11ditions 1 easonab(y equivalent,'' ·'in--­
di1tnct 1t11denls, •• facilities costs, as 11 ell m defining the procedures and establishing 
timelines fi:H the request ji)f, 1ei111h11neme111 fiJI, and ptovision of, facilities 

SECTION SEVEN CONFORMITY 

The Legislature shall conform all applicable laws to this act Until the Legislature has done 
so, any statutes that would be affected by this act shall be deemed to have been conformed 
with the 55 percent vote requirements of this act 

SECTION EIGHT SEVERABIL!TY 

If any of the provisions of this measure or the applicability of any provision of this measure 
to any person or circumstances shall be found to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, 
such finding shall not affect the remaining provisions or applications of this measure to 
other persons or circumstances, and to that extent the provisions of this measure are deemed 
to be severable 

SECTION NINE AMENDMENT 

Section 6 of this measure may be amended to further its purpose by a bill passed by a 
majority of the membership of both houses of the Legislature and signed by the Governor, 
provided that at least 14 days p,ior to passage in each house, copies of the bill in final form 
shall be made available by the cle1 k of each house to the public and the news media 

SECTION TEN LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION 

The provisions of this act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purposes 

Vote 20_00 HQQ:!e I Balla~ Pa_mpJ1_let Home I Ca_mp_aign Finance j SecreJ<Lry of State Home 
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AB 1908 Assembly Bill - CHAPTERED 

BILL NUMBER: AB 1908 
BILL TEXT 

CHAPTERED 

CHAPTER 44 
FILED WITH SECRETARY Of STATE JUNE 
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR JUNE 2 7, 2000 
PASSED THE ASSEMBLY ,JUNE 26, 2000 
PASSED THE SENATE JUNE 22, 2000 
AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 20, 2000 
AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 19, 2000 
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 16, 2000 

INTRODUCED BY Assembly Member lempert 
(Coauthor: Senator O'Connell) 

FEBRUARY 11, 2000 

2 7, 2000 

An act to amend Sections 15102, 15106, 35233, and 72533 of, and to 
add Chapter 1.5 (commencing with Section 15264) to Part 10 of, the 
Education Code, relating to school bonds .. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

AB 1908, Lempert. School bonds 
Existing law authorizes the governing board of any school district 

or community college to order an election and submit to the electors 
of the district the question of whether the bonds of the district 
shall be issued and sold to raise money for specified purposes 
Existing law generally requires 2/3 of the votes cast on the 
proposition of issuing bonds to be in favor of issuing the bonds to 
pass the measure. 

This bill would provide that, contingent upon the passage of the 
"Smaller Classes, Safer Schools and Financial Accountability Act" at 
the November 7, 2000, general election, as an alternative, the 
governing board of a school district or community college district, 
may, pursuant to a 2/3 vote of the governing board, pursue the 
authorization and issuance of bonds by a 55; vote oft.he electorate, 
at a primary or general election, a regularly scheduled local 
election, or a statewide special election, subject to certain 
additional requirements 

The bill would require the ballot to be printed with a statement 
that the governing board will appoint a citizens 1 oversight committee 
and conduct annual independent audits to assure that funds are spent 
only on school and classroom improvements and for no other purposes 

The bill would require that after a successful elect.ion, the board 
appoint an independent citizens 1 oversight committee, as specified. 
The bill would state that the purpose of the citizens' oversight 
committee is to inform the public concerning the expenditure of bond 
revenues. 

The bill would authorize, as specified, an action to be maintained 
to restrain and prevent expenditures of bond funds under certain 
circumstances 

THE PEOPLE Of IHE STATE Of CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Section 15102 of the Education Code is amended to read: 

http://info sen ca gov/pub/99-00/bill/asm/ab _ I 90 l-1950/ab _ l 908_bill_200006.27 _chaptere 
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15102. The total amount of bonds issued pursuant to this chapter 
and Chapter 1.5 (commencing with Section 15264) shall not exceed 1 .. 25 
percent of the taxable property of the district as shown by the last 
equalized assessment of the county or counties in which the district 
is located .. Ear purposes of this section, the taxable property of a 
district for any fiscal year shall be calculated to include, but not 
be limited to, the assessed value of all unitary and operating 
nonunitary property of the district, which shall be derived by 
dividing the gross assessed value of the unitary and opeiating 
nonunitary property within the district for the 1987-88 fiscal year 
by the gross assessed value of all unitary and operating nonunitary 
property within the county in which the district is located for the 
1987~88 fiscal year, and multiplying that result by the gross 
assessed value of all unitary and operating nonunitary property of 
the county on the last equalized assessment roll. 

SEC. 2. Section 15106 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
15106 Any unified school district or community college district 

may issue bonds that, in aggregation with bonds issued pursuant to 
Section 15270, may not exceed 2.5 percent of the taxable property of 
the district as shown by the last equalized assessment of the county 
or counties in which the district is located. 

In computing the outstanding bonded indebtedness of any unified 
school district or community college district for all purposes of 
this sect.ion, any outstanding bonds shall be deemed to have been 
issued for elementary school purposes, high school purposes, and 
community college purposes, respectively, in the respective amounts 
that the proceeds of the sale of those outstanding bonds, excluding 
any premium and accrued interest received on that sale, were or have 
been allocated by the governing board of the unified school district 
or community college district to each of those purposes respectively .. 

(a) For the purposes of the State School Building Aid Law of 1952 
(Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 16000) of Part 10) with respect 
to applications for apportionments and apportionments filed or made 
prior to September 15, 1961, and to the repayment thereof, Chapter 6 
(commencing with Section 15700) of this part, inclusive, only, any 
unified school district shall be considered to have a bonding 
capacity in the amount permitted by law for an elementary school 
district and a bonding capacity in the amount permitted by law for a 
high school district 

(bl For purposes of this section, the taxable property of a 
district for any fiscal year shall be calculated to include, but not 
be limited to, the assessed value of all unitary and operating 
nonunitary property of the district, which shall be derived by 
dividing the gross assessed value of the unitary and operating 
nonunitary property within the district for the 198'7-88 fiscal year 
by the gross assessed value of all unitary and operating nonunitary 
property within the county in which the district is located for the 
1987-88 fiscal year, and multiplying the result by the gross assessed 
value of all unitary and operating nonunitary property of the county 
on the last equalized assessment roll. In the event of the 
unification of two or more school districts or community college 
districts subsequent to the 198'7-88 fiscal year, the assessed value 
of all unitary and operating nonunitary property of the unified 
district or community college district shall be deemed to be the 
total of the assessed value of the taxable property of each of the 
unifying districts as that assessed value would be determined under 
Section 15102 .. 

SEC 3 Chapter l 5 (cominencing with Section 15264) is added to 
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Part 10 of the Education Code, to read: 

CHAViER 1. 5.. STRICT ACCOUNTABILIIY IN LOCAL SCHOOL 

CONSTRUCTION BONDS ACT OF 2000 
Article 1. General Provisions 

15264 It is the intent of the Legislature that all of the 
following are realized: 

(a) Vigorous efforts are undertaken to ensure that the expenditure 
of bond measures, including those authorized pursuant to paragraph 
{3) of subdivision (b) of Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the 
California Constitution, are in strict conformity with the law. 

(b} Taxpayers directly participate in the oversight of bond 
expenditures 

(c) The members of the oversight committees appointed pursuant to 
this chapter promptly alert the public to any waste or imp~oper 
expenditure of school construction bond money 

(d) That unauthorized expenditures of school construction bond 
revenues are vigorously investigated, prosecuted, and that the courts 
act swiftly to rest.rain any improper expenditures .. 

15266,, (a) As an alternative to authorizing and issuing bonds 
pursuant to Chapter l (commencing with Section 15100), the governing 
board of a school district or corrununity college district may decide, 
pursuant to a two-thirds vote and subject to Section 15100, to pursue 
the authorization and issuance of bonds pursuant to paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the California 
Constitution and subdivision (b) of Section 18 of Article XVI of the 
California Constitution An election may only be ordered on the 
question of whether bonds of a school district or community college 
district shall be issued and sold pursuant to subdivision (b) of 
Section 18 of Article XVI of the California Constitution at a primary 
or general election, a regularly scheduled local election, or a 
statewide special election 

{b) Upon adopting a resolution to incur bonded indebtedness 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 18 of Article XVI of the 
California Constitution and after the question has been submitted to 
the voters, if approved at the election, the bonds shall be issued 
pursuant to paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 1 of Article 
XIIIA of the California Constitution and this chapter, and the 
governing board may not, regardless of the number of votes cast in 
favor of the bond, subsequently proceed exclusively under Chapter 1 
(commencing with Section 15100) Where not inconsistent, the 
provisions of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 15100) shall apply 
to this chapter 

15268 .. The total amount of bonds issued pursuant to this section 
and Section 15102 shall not exceed 1 25 percent of the taxable 
property of the district as shown by the last equalized assessment of 
the county or counties in which the district is located. The tax 
rate levied to meet the requirements of Section 18 of Article XVI of 
the California Constitution in the case of indebtedness incurred by a 
school district pursuant to this chapter, at a single election, 
shall not exceed thirty dollars ($30) per one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000) of taxable property .. For purposes of this 
section, the taxable property of a district for any fiscal year shall 
be calculated to include, but not be limited to, the assessed value 
of all unitary and operating nonunitary property of the district, 
which shall be derived by dividing the gross assessed value of the 
unitary and operating nonunitary property within the district for the 
1987-88 fiscal year by the gross assessed value of all unitary and 
operating nonunitary property within the county in which the district 
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is located for the 1987~88 fiscal year, and multiplying that result 
by the gross assessed value of all unitary and operating nonunitary 
property of the county on the last equalized assessment roll 

15270. (a) Notwithstanding Sections 15102 and 15268, any unified 
school district may issue bonds pursuant to this article that, in 
aggregation with bonds issued pursuant to Section 15106, may not 
exceed 2 5 percent of the taxable property of the district as shown 
by the last equalized assessment of the county or counties in which 
the district is located The tax rate levied to meet the 
requirements of Section 18 of Article XVI of the California 
Constit.ution in the case of indebtedness incurred pursuant to this 
chapter at a single election, by a unified school district, shall not 
exceed sixty dollars ($60) per one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000) of taxable property 

(b) Notwithstanding Sections 15102 and 15268, any community 
college district may issue bonds pursuant to this article that, in 
aggregation with bonds issued pursuant to Section 15106, may not 
exceed 2.5 percent of the taxable property of the district as shown 
by the last equalized assessment of the county or counties in which 
the district is located The tax rate levied to meet the 
requirements of Section 18 of Article XVI of the California 
Constitution in the case of indebtedness incurred pursuant to this 
chapter at a single election, by a community college district, shall 
not exceed twenty-five dollars ($25) per one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000) of taxable property 

(c) In computing the outstanding bonded indebtedness of any 
unified school district or community college district for all 
purposes of this section, any outstanding bonds shall be deemed to 
have been issued for elementary school purposes, high school 
purposes, and community college purposes, respectively, in the 
respective amounts that the proceeds of the sale of those outstanding 
bonds, excluding any premium and accrued interest received on that 
sale, were or have been allocated by the governing board of the 
unified school district or community college district to each of 
those purposes respectively. 

(d) for purposes of this section, the taxable property of a 
district for any fiscal year shall be calculated to include, but not 
be limited to, the assessed value of all unitary and operating 
nonunitary property of the district, which shall be derived by 
dividing the gross assessed value of the unitary and operating 
nonunit.ary property within the district for the 1987-88 fiscal year 
by the gross assessed value of all unitary and operating nonunitary 
property within the county in which the district is located for the 
1987-88 fiscal year, and multiplying the result by the gross assessed 
value of all unitary and operating nonunitary property of the county 
on the last equalized assessment roll. In the event of the 
unification of two or more school districts subsequent to the 1987-88 
fiscal year, the assessed value of all unitary and operating 
nonunitary property of the unified district. shall be deemed to be the 
total of the assessed value of the taxable property of each of the 
unifying districts as that assessed value would be determined under 
Section 15268. 

15272 In addition to the ballot requirements of Section 15122 
and the ballot provisions of this code applicable to governing board 
member elections, for bond measures pursuant to this chapter, the 
ballot shall also be printed with a statement that the board will 
appoint. a citizens' oversight committee and conduct annual 
independent audits to assure that funds are spent only on school and 
classroom improvements and for no other purposes. 

1s2·74 If it appears from the certificate of election results 
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that 55 percent of the votes cast on the proposition of issuing bonds 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 18 of Article XVI of the 
California Constitution are in favor of issuing bonds, the governing 
board shall cause an entry of that fact to be made upon its minutes .. 
The governing board shall then certify to the board of supervisors 
of the county whose superintendent of schools has jurisdiction over 
the district, all proceedings had in the premises. The county 
superintendent of schools shall send a copy of the certificate of 
election results to the board of supervisors of the county 

15276. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a county board 
of education may not order an election to determine whether bonds 
may be issued under this article to raise funds for a county office 
of education 

Article 2. Citizens' Oversight committee 

15278. (a) If a bond measure authorized pursuant to paragraph (3) 
of subdivisior1 (b) of Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the California 
Constitution and subdivision (b} of Section 18 of Article XVI of the 
California Constitution is approved, the governing board of the 
school district or community college shall establish and appoint 
members to an independent citizens 1 oversight committee, pursuant to 
Section 15282, within 60 days of the date that the governing board 
enters the election results on its minutes pursuant to Section 15274. 

(b) The purpose of the ci ti Zens' oversight committee shall be to 
inform the public concerning the expenditure of bond revenues Ihe 
citizens' oversight committee shall actively review and report on the 
proper expenditure of taxpayer:s' money for school construction. The 
citizens' oversight committee shall advise the public as to whether 
a school district or community college district is in compliance with 
the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 1 of 
Article XIIIA of the California Constitution The citizens' 
oversight committee shall convene to provide oversight for, but not 
be limited to, both of the following: 

(1) Ensuring t.hat bond revenues are expended only for the purposes 
described in paragraph (3) of subdivision (bl of Section 1 of 
Article XIIIA of the California Constitution, 

(2) Ensuring t.hat, as prohibited by subparagraph (A) of paragraph 
(3) of subdivision (b) of Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the 
California Constitution, no funds are used for: any teacher or 
administrative salaries or other school operating expenses 

(c) In furtherance of its pur:pose, the citizens' oversight 
committee may engage in any of the following activities: 

(1) Receiving and reviewing copies of the annual, independent 
performance audit required by subparagraph (C) of paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) of Section l of Article XIIIA of the California 
Constitution 

(2} Receiving and reviewing copies of the annual, independent 
financial audit required by subparagraph (C) of paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) of Section l of Article XIIIA of the California 
Constitution. 

(3) Inspecting school facilities and grounds to ensure that bond 
revenues are expended in compliance with the requirements of 
paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the 
California Constitution 

(4) Receiving and reviewing copies of any deferred maintenance 
proposals or plans developed by a school district. or community 
college district, including any reports required by Section 17584 1 

( 5} Review.ing efforts by the school di strict or community college 
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district to maximize bond revenues by implementing cost-saving 
measures, including, but not limited to, all of the following: 

(A) Mechanisms designed to reduce the costs of professional fees .. 

(B) Mechanisms designed to reduce the costs of site preparation 
(C) Recommendations regarding the joint use of core facilities 
(D) Mechanisms designed to reduce costs by incorporating 

efficiencies in schoolsite design. 
(E) Recommendations regarding the use of cost-effective and 

efficient reusable facility plans 
15280 (a) 'Ihe governing board of the district shall, without 

expending bond funds, provide the citizens' oversight. committee with 
any necessary technical assistance and shall provide administrative 
assistance in furtherance of its purpose and sufficient resources to 
publicize the conclusions of the citizens' oversight committee. 

(b) All committee proceedings shall be open to the publ~c and 
notice to the public shall be provided in the same manner as the 
proceedings of the governing board The citizens' oversight 
committee shall issue regular reports on the results of its 
activities. A report shall be issued at least once a year. Minutes 
of the proceedings of the citizens' oversight committee and all 
documents received and reports issued shall be a matt.er of public 
record and be made available on an Internet website maintained by the 
governing board 
~ 15282. (a) The~ citizens' oversigpt committee shall~ consist of at 
least seven members to serve for a term of two years without 
compensation and for no more than two consecutive terms. While 
consisting of a minimum of at least seven members, the citizens' 
oversight committee shall be comprised, as follows: 

{l) One member shall be active in a business organization 
representing the business community located within the district 

(2) One member shall be active in a senior citizens' organization 

(3) One member shall be active in a bona fide taxpayers' 
organization. 

(4) For a school district, one member shall be the parent or 
guardian of a child enrolled in the district for a community 
college district, one member shall be a student who is both currently 
enrolled in the district and active in a community college group, 
such as student government The community college student member 
may, at the discretion of the board, serve up to six months after his 
or her graduation. 

(5) For a school district, one member shall be both a parent or 
guardian of a child enrolled in the district and active in a 
parent-teacher organization, such as the Parent Teacher Association 
or schoolsite council.. For a community college district, one member 
shall be active in the support and organization of a community 
college or the community colleges of the district, such as a member 
of an advisory council or foundation 

{b) No employee or official of the district shall be appointed to 
the citizens' oversight committee No vendor, contractor, or 
consultant of the district shall be appointed to the citizens' 
oversight committee.. Members of the citizens' oversight cornrni tt ee 
shall, pursuant to Sections 35233 and 72533, abide by the 
prohibitions contained in Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) 
and Article 4 .. 7 (commencing with Section 1125) of Division 4 of Ti.tle 
1 of the Government Code 

Article 3 Bond Accountability 

15284 (a) An action to obtain an order restraining and 
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preventing any expenditure of funds received by a school district or 
community college district through the sale of bonds authorized by 
this chapter pursuant to paragraph {3) of subdivision (b) of Section 
1 of Article XIIIA of the California Constitution and subdivision (b) 
of Section 18 of Article XVI of the Cal~fornia Constitution may be 
maintained against any officer, agent, or other person acting on 
behalf of, that school district or community college district, by a 
citizen residing in the school or community college district who is 
assessed and is liable to pay an ad valorern tax on real property 
within the school or community college district, or who has paid an 
ad valorem tax on real property within the school or community 
college district within one year before the commencement of the 
act.ion if it appears by the complaint or affidavits that any of the 
following conditions are present: 

(1) An expenditure of funds received by a school district or 
community college district. through the sale of bonds authorized by 
this chapter is for purposes other than those specified in paragraph 
(3) of subdivision (b) of Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the 
California Constitution 

(2) The expenditure is not in compliance with paragraph {3) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the California 
Constitution 

(3) That an expenditure in violation of paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the California 
Constitution will be maqe or will continu~ to be made during the 
litigation that would produce waste or great or irreparable injury 

(4) The governing board of a school district or community college 
has willfully failed to appoint the citizens' oversight committee in 
violation of the requirements of Sect.ion 15278 

(b) An action brought pursuant to this section shall take special 
precedence over: all civil matters on the calendar of the court except 
those matters granted equal precedence by law .. 

(c) The rights, remedies, or penalties established by this sect.ion 
are cumulative to the .rights, remedies, or penalties established 
under other laws, including subdivision (a) of Section 526 of Chapter 
3 of Tit.le 7 of Part 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 

(d) If an order is obtained to restrain and prevent an expenditure 
of funds pursuant to subdivision (a), a court may award attorneys' 
fees pursuant to Chapter 6 {commencing with Section 1021 5) of Title 
14 of Part 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure 

(e) The action authorized by this section shall be known as a 
"School Bond Waste Prevention Action" 

15288 It is the intent of the Legislature that upon receipt of 
allegations of waste or misuse of bond funds authorized in this 
chapter, appropriate law enforcement officials shall expeditiously 
pursue the investigation and prosecution of any violation of law 
associated with the expenditure of those funds. 

SEC .. 4 Section 35233 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
35233 The prohibitions contained in Article 4 (commencing with 

Section 1090) and Article 4.7 (commencing with Section 1125) of 
Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code are applicable to 
members of governing boards of school districts and to members of 
citizens' oversight commit.tees appointed by those governing boards 
pursuant to Chapter 1 5 (commencing with Section 15264) of Part 10 

SEC .. 5. Section 72533 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
72533 .. The prohibitions contained in Article 4 (commencing with 

Section 1090) and Article 4. 7 (commencing with Section 1125) of 
Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code are applicable to 
members of governing boards of community college districts and to 
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members of citizens' oversight commit.tees appointed by those 
governing boards pursuant to Chapter l 5 (commencing with Section 
15264) of Part 10. 

SEC. 6 This act shall only become operative upon the passage of 
the "Smaller Classes, Safer Schools and financial Accountability Act" 
which is contained in a proposition at the November 7, 2000, general 
election .. 
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CALIFORNIA CODES 
GOVERNMENT CODE 
SEC1ION 54950-54963 

54950. In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and declares 
that the public commissions, boards and councils and the other 
public agencies in this State exist to aid in the conduct of the 
people 1 s business. It is the intent of the law that their actions be 
taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted openly .. 

The people of this State do not yield their sovereignty to the 
agencies which serve them. The people, in delegating authority, do 
not give their public servants the right to decide what is good for 
the people to know and what is not good for them to know The people 
insist on remaining informed so that they may retain control over 
the instruments they have created. 

54950 5 This chapter shall be known as the Ralph M Brown Act 

54951. As used in this chapter, ''local agency'' means a county, 
city, whether general law or chartered, city and county, town, school 
district, municipal corporation, district, political subdivision, or 
any board, commission or agency thereof, or other local public 
agency 

54952 As used in this chapter, "legislative body" means: 
{a} The governing body of a local agency or any other local body 

created by state or federal statute 
{b) A commission, committee, board, or other body of a local 

agency, whether permanent or temporary, decisionmaking or advisory, 
created by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a 
legislative body.. However, advisory commit.tees, composed solely of 
the members of the legislative body that are less than a quorum of 
the legislative body are not legislative bodies, except that standing 
committees of a legislative body, irrespective of their composition, 
which have a continuing subject matter jurisdiction, or a meeting 
schedule fixed by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of 
a legislative body are legislative bodies for purposes of this 
chapter. 

{cl (1) A board, commission, committee, or other rnultimernber body 
that governs a private corporation, limited liability company, or 
other entity that either: 

{A) Is created by the elected legislative body in order to 
exercise authority that may lawfully be delegated by the elected 
governing body to a private corporation, limited liability company, 
or other entity. 

(B) Receives funds from a local agency and the membership of whose 
governing body includes a member of the legislative body of the 
local agency appointed to that governing body as a full voting member 
by the legislative body of the local agency. 

(2) Notwithstanding subparagraph (3) of paragraph (1), no board, 
commission, committee, or other multimember body that governs a 
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private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity that 
receives funds from a local agency and, as of February 9, 1996, has a 
member of the legislative body of the local agency as a full voting 
member of the governing body of that private corporation, limited 
liability company, or other ent.ity shall be relieved from the public 
meeting requirements of this chapter by virtue of a change in status 
of the full voting member to a nonvoting member. 

(d) rhe lessee of any hospital the whole or part of which is first 
leased pursuant to subdivision (p) of Section 32121 of the Health 
and Safety Code after January l, 1994, where the lessee exercises any 
material authority of a legislative body of a local agency delegated 
to it by that legislative body whether the lessee is organized and 
operated by the local agency or by a delegated authority. 

54952.1 .. Any person elected to serve as a member of a legislative 
body who has not yet assumed the duties of office shall conform his 
or her conduct to the requirements of this chapter and shall be 
treated for purposes of enforcement of this chapter as if he or she 
has already assumed office. 

54952 .. 2 (a) 1-;.s used in this chapter, "meeting" includes any 
congregation of a majority of the members of a legislative body at 
the same time and place to hear, discuss, or deliberate upon any item 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative 
body or the local agency to which it pertains 

(b) Except as authorized pursuant to Section 54953, any use of 
direct communication, personal intermediaries, or technological 
devices that is employed by a majority of the members of the 
legislative body to develop a collective concurrence as to action to 
be taken on an item by the members of the legislative body is 
prohibited 

(c) Nothing in this section shall impose the requirements of this 
chapter upon any of the following: 

(l} Individual contacts or conversations between a member of a 
legislative body and any other person .. 

(2} rhe attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative 
body at a conference or similar gathering open to the public that 
involves a discussion of issues of general interest to the public or 
to public agencies of the type represented by the legislative body, 
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among 
themselves, other than as part of the scheduled program, business of 
a specified nature that is within the subject matt.er jurisdiction of 
the local agency .. Nothing in this paragraph is intended to allow 
members of the public free admission to a conference or similar 
gathering at which the organizers have required other participants or 
registrants to pay fees or charges as a condition of attendance. 

(3) Ihe attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative 
body at an open and publicized meeting organized to address a topic 
of local community concern by a person or organization other than the 
local agency, provided that a majority of the members do not discuss 
among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled program, 
business of a specific nature· that 1s within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the legislative body of the local agency 

(4) The attendance of a maJority of the members of a legislative 
body at an open and noticed meeting of another body of the local 
agency, or at an open and noticed meec1ng of a legislative body of 
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another local agency, provided that:. a majority of the members do not 
discuss among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled 
meeting, business of a specific nature that is within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the local agency 

(5) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative 
body at a purely social or ceremonial occasion, provided that a 
majority of the members do not discuss among themselves business of a 
specific nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of 
the legislative body of the local agency 

(6) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative 
body at an open and noticed meeting of a standing committee of that 
body, provided that the members of the legislative body who are not 
members of the standing committee attend only as observers 

54952.6 .. As used in this chapter, 
decision made by a majority of the 

''action taken'' means a collective 
members of a legislative body, a 

collective commitment or promise by a majority of the members of a 
legislative body to make a positive or a negative decision, or an 
actual vote by a majority of the members of a legislative body when 
sitting as a body or entity, upon a motion, proposal, resolution, 
order or ordinance 

54952 7. A legislative body of a local agency may require that a 
copy of this chapter be given to each member of the legislative body 
and any person elected to ser:ve as a member of the legislative body 
who has not assumed the duties of office An elected legislative 
body of a local agency may require that a copy of this chapter be 
given to each member of each legislative body all or a majority of 
whose members are appointed by or under the authority of the elected 
legislative body .. 

54953. {a) All meetings of ~he legislative body of a local agency 
shall be open and public, and all persons shall be permitted to 
attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except 
as otherwise provided in this chapter, 

{b) {1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing for the 
benefit of the public and tl1e legislative body of a local agency in 
connection with any meeting or proceeding authorized by law. The 
teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all 
requirements of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions 
of law relating to a specific type of meeting or: proceeding 

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used 
for all purposes in connection with any meeting within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during 
a teleconferenced meeting shall be by rollcall .. 

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use 
teleconferencing, it shall post agendas at all teleconference 
locations and conduct teleconference meetings in a manner that 
protects the statutory and constitutional rights of the parties or 
the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency 
Each teleconference location sh3ll be identified in the notice and 
agenda of the meeting or proceeding, 3nd each teleconference location 
shall be accessible to the public During the teleconference, at 
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least a quorum of the members of the legislative body shall 
participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory 
over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction The agenda shall 
provide an opportunity for members of the public to address the 
legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954 3 at each 
teleconference location 

(4) for the purposes of this section, "teleconference" means a 
meeting of a legislative body, the members of which are in different 
locations, connected by electronic means, through either audio or 
video, or both Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local 
agency from providing the public with additional teleconference 
locations .. 

(c) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, 
whether preliminary or final. 

54953 1. Ihe provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to 
prohibit the members of the legislative body of a local agency from 
giving testimony in private before .::i. grand jury, either as 
individuals or 3S a body 

54953 2 .. A.11 meetings of a legislativE: body of a local agency that 
are open and public shall meet che protections and prohibitions 
contained in Section 202 of the .Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations 
adopted in implementation thereof 

54953. 3 A member of the public shall not be required, as a 
condition to attendance at a meeting of a legislative body of a local 
agency, to register his or her name, to provide other information, 
to complete a questionnaire, or otherwise to fulfill any condition 
precedent to his or her attendance. 

If an attendance list, register, questionnaire, or other similar 
document is posted at or near the entrance to the room where the 
meeting is to be held, or is circulated to the persons present during 
the meeting, it shall state clearly that the signing, registering, 
or completion of the document is voluntary, and that all persons may 
attend the meeting regardless of whether a person signs, registers, 
or completes the document 

54953, 5.. (a) Any person attending an open and public meeting of a 
legislative body of a local agency shall have the right to record the 
proceedings with an audio or video tape recorder or a still or 
motion picture camera in the absence of a .reasonable finding by the 
legislative body of the local age11cy that the recording cannot 
continue without noise, illumination, or obstruction of view that 
constitutes, or would constitute, a persistent disruption of the 
proceedings 

(b) Any tape or film record of an open and public meeting made for 
whatever purpose by or at the direction of the local agency shall be 
subject to inspection pursuant to thi::. California Public Records Act 
(Chapter 3 .. 5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 
1), but, notwithstanding Section 34090, may be erased or destroyed 30 
days after the taping or recording A.ny inspection of a video or 
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tape recording shall be provided without chaLge on a video or tape 
player made available by the local ~gency 

54953 6 No l.egislative body of a local agency shall prohibit or 
otherwise restrict the broadcast of its open and public meetings in 
the absence of a reasonable finding that the broadcast cannot be 
accomplished without noise, illumination, or obstruction of view that 
would constitute a persistent disruption of the proceedings 

54953 J Notwithstanding any other 
bodies of local agencies may impose 
which allow greater access to their 
minimal standards set fort.h in this 

provision of law, legislative 
requirements upon themselves 

meetings than prescribed by the 
chapter. In addition thereto, an 

elected legislative body of a local agency may impose such 
requirements on those appointed legislative bodies of the local 
agency of which all or a majority of the members are appointed by or 
under the authority of the elected legislative body. 

54954 (a) Each legislative body of a local agency, except for 
advisory committees or standing committ.ees, shall provide, by 

ordinance, resolution, bylaws, or by whatever other rule is required 
for the conduct of business by that body, the time and place for 
holding regular meetings. Meetings of advisory committees or 
standing committees, for which an agenda is posted at least 72 hours 
in advance of the meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 
54954.2, shall be considered for purposes of this chapter as regular 
meetings of the legislative body 

(b) Regular and special meetings of the legislative body shall be 
held within the boundaries of the territory over which the local 
agency exercises jurisdiction, except to do any of the following: 

(1) Comply with state or federal law or court order, or attend a 
judicial or administrative proceeding to which the local agency is a 
party 

(2) Inspect real or personal property which cannot be conveniently 
brought within the boundaries of the territory over which the local 
agency exercises jurisdiction provided that the topic of the meeting 
is limited to items directly related to the real or personal 
property 

(3) Participate in meetings or discussions of multiagency 
significance that are outside the boundaries of a local agency's 
jurisdiction. However, any meeting or discussion held pursuant to 
this subdivision shall take place within the jurisdiction of one of 
the participating local agencies and be noticed by all participating 
agencies as provided for in this chapter 

(4) Meet in the closest meeting facility if the local agency has 
no meeting facility within the boundaries of the territory over which 
the local agency exercises jurisdiction, or at the principal office 
of the local agency if that office is located outside the territory 
over which the agency exercises jur.isdiction 

(5) Meet outside their immediate Jurisdiction with electe:d or 
appointed officials of the United Stat.es or the State of California 
when a local meeting would bi:: impract.ical, solely to discuss a 
legislative or regulatory issue affecting Lhe local agency and over 
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which the federal or state officials have jurisdiction 
(6) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction if the meeting takes 

place in or nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that the 
topic of the meeting is limited to items directly related to the 

facili.ty 
(7) Visit the office of the local agency's legal counsel for a 

closed session on pending litigation held pursuant to Section 
54956 .. 9, when to do so would reduce legal fees or costs 

(c) Meetings of the governing board of a school district shall be 
held within the district except under: the circumstances enumerated in 
subdivision (b), or to do any of the following: 

(1} At.tend a conference on nonadversarial collective bargaining 
techniques 

(2) Interview members of the public residing in another district 
with reference to the trustees' potential employment of the 
superintendent of that district 

(3) Interview a potential employee from another district. 
(d) Meetings of a joint pow~rs authority shall occur within the 

territory of at least one of its member agencies, or as provided in 
subdivision (b) However, a joint powers authority which has members 
throughout the state may meet a.t s.ny facility in the state which 
complies with the requirements of Section 54961 

(e} If, by reaso11 of fire, flood, earthquake, or other emergency, 
it shall be unsafe to meet in the place designated, the meetings 
shall be held for the duration of the emergency at the place 
designated by the presiding officer of the legislative body or his or 
her designee in a notice to the local media that have requested 
notice pursuant to Section 54956, by the most rapid means of 
communication available at the time 

54954 .. 1 .. Any person may request that a copy of the agenda, or a 
copy of all the documents constituting the agenda packet, of any 
meeting of a legislative body be mailed to that person. If 
requested, the agenda and documents in the agenda packet shall be 
made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a 
disability, as required by Sect.ion 202 of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U S .C Sec. 12132), and the federal 
rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof Upon 
receipt of the written request, the legislative body or its designee 
shall cause the requested materials to be mailed at the time the 
agenda is posted pursuant to Section 54954.2 and 54956 or upon 
distribution to all, or a majority of all, of the members of a 
legislative body, whichever occurs first Any request for mailed 
copies of agendas or agenda packets shall be valid for the calendar 
year in which it is filed, and must be renewed following January 1 of 
each year .. 1he legislative body may establish a fee for mailing the 
agenda or agenda packet, which fee shall not exceed the cost of 
providing the service. Failu.re of the requesting person to receive 
the agenda or agenda packet pursuant to this section shall not 
constitute grounds for invalidation of the actions of the legislative 
body taken at the meeting for which the agenda or agenda packet was 
not received 

54954 .. 2.. (a) At least 72 hours before a regular meeting, the 
legislative body of the local agenc~·, or its designee, sl1all post an 
agenda containing a brief general description of each item of 
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business to be transacted or discuss~d at tl1~ meeting, including 
items to be discussed in closed session A brief general description 
of an item generally need not excec:d 20 words The agenda shall 
specify the time and location of the regular meeting and shall be 
posted in a location that is freely accessible to members of the 
public If requested, the agenda shall be made available in 
appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as 
required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (42 u .. S-C. Sec 12132), and the federal rules and regulations 
adopted in implementation thereof rhe agenda shall include 
information regarding how, to whom, and when a request for 
disability~related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary 
aids or services may be made by a person with a disability who 
requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in 
the public meeting .. 

No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not 
appearing on the posted agenda, except that members of a legislative 
body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions 
posed by persons exercising their public testimony rights under 
Section 54954.3 In addition, on their own initiative or in response 
to questions posed by the public, a mernber of a legislative body or 
its staff may ask a question for clarification, make a brief 
announcement, or make a brief report on his or her own activities. 
Furthermore, a member of a lc:gislativc body, or the body itself, 
subject. to rules or procedures of the legislative body, may provide a 
reference to staff or other resources for factual information, 
request staff to report back to the body at a subsequent meeting 
conceining any matter, or take actio11 to direct staff to place a 
matter of business on a future agenda 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the legislative body may take 
action on items of business not appearing on the posted agenda under 
any of the conditions stated below Prior to discussing any item 
pursuant to this subdivision, the legislative body shall publicly 
identify the item 

(1) Upon a determination by a majority vote of the legislative 
body that an emergency situation exists, as defined in Section 
54956 5 

(2) Upon a determination by a two-thirds vote of the members of 
the legislative body present at the meeting, or, if less than 
two-thirds of the members are present, a unanimous vote of those 
members present, that there is a need to take immediate action and 
that the need for action came to the attention of the local agency 
subsequent to the agenda being posted as specified in subdiv~sion 
(al 

(3) rhe item was posted pursuant to subdivision (a) for a prior 
meeting of the legislative body occurring not more than five calendar 
days prior to the date action is taken on the item, and at the prior 
meeting the item was continued to the meeting at which action is 
being taken 

54954. 3 {a) Every agenda for regular meetings shall provide an 
opportunity for members of the public t.o directly address the 
legislative body on any item of interest to the publicf before or 
during the legislative body's considc:ration of the item, that is 
within the subject matter juiisdiction of the legislative body, 
provided that no action shall be taken on any item not appearing on 
the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by subdivision 
(b) of Section 54954.2 However, the agenda need not provide an 
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opportunity for members oft.he public to address the legislative body 
on any item that has already been considered by a committee, 
composed exclusively of mernbe.·rs of the legislative body, at a public 
meeting wherein all interesr:.ed mernbe.rs of tho::o public were afforded 
the opportunity to address the committee on the item, before or 
during the committee's consideration of the item, unless the item has 
been substantially changed since the committee heard the item, as 
determined by the legislative body Every notice for a special 
meeting shall provide an opportunity for members of the public to 
directly address the legislative body concerning any item that has 
been described in the not.ice for the meeting before or during 
consideration of that item 

(b) The legislative body of a local agency may adopt reasonable 
regulations to ensure that the intent of subdivision (a) is carried 
out, includir1g, but not limited to, regulations limiting the total 
amount of time allocated for public testimony on particular issues 
and for each individual speaker. 

(cl 'Ihe legislative body of a local 3.gency shall not prohibit 
public criticism of the policies, procedures, programs, or services 
of the agency, or of the acts or omissions of the legislative body 
Nothing in this subdivision shall confer any privilege or protection 
for expression beyond that otherwise provided by law. 

54954 4. (a) The Legislature l1ereby finds and declares that Section 
12 of Chapter 641 cf the St.at.ut.es of 1986, authorizing reimbursement. 
to local agencies and school districts for costs mandated by the 
state pursuar1t to that ace, shall be interpreted strictly The 
intent of the Legislature is to provide reimbursement for only those 
costs which are clearly and unequivocally incurred as the direct and 
necessary result of compliance with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 
1986 .. 

{b} In this regard, the Legislature directs all state employees 
and officials involved in reviewing or authorizing claims for 
reimbursement, or otherwise participating in the reimbursement 
process, to rigorously review each claim and authorize only those 
claims, or parts thereof, which represent costs which are clearly and 
unequivocally incurred as the direct and necessary result of 
compliance with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986 and for which 
complete documentation exists For purposes of Section 54954 2, 
costs eligible for reimbursement shall only include the actual cost 
to post a single agenda for any one meeting. 

{c) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that complete, 
faithful, and uninterrupted compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act 
{Chapter 9 {commencing with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of 
Title 5 of the Government Code) is a matter of overriding public 
importance Unless specifically stated, no future Budget Act, or 
related budget enactments, shall, in any manner, be interpreted to 
suspend, eliminate, or otherwise modify the legal obligation and duty 
of local agencies to fully comply with Chapter 641 of the Statutes 
of 1986 in a complete, faithful, and uninteLrupted manner 

54954 .. 5 .. For purposes of describing closed session i terns pursuant. 
to Section 54954.2, the agenda may describe closed sessions as 
provided below. No legislative body or elected official shall be in 
violation of Section 54954.2 or 54956 if the closed session items 
were described in substantial compliance with this section 

" 
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Substantial compliance is satisfied by including the information 
provided below, irrespective of its format 

(a) With respect to a closed session held pursuant to Section 
54956 7: 

LICENSE/PERMI1 DETERMINATION 
Applicant Is I : (Specify number of applicants) 

(b) With respect to every it.em of business to be discussed in 
closed session pursuant to Section 54956 8: 

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERIY NEGOIIAIORS 
Property: {Specify street address, or if no street address, the 

parcel number or other unique reference, of the real property under 
negotiation) 

Agency negotj.ator: (Specify names of negotiators attending the 
closed session) {If circumstances necessitate the absence of a 
specified negotiator, an agent or designee may participate in place 
of the absent negotiator so long as the name of the agent or designee 
is announced at an open session held prior to the closed session) 

Negotiating parties: {Specify name of party (not agent)) 
Under negotiation: (Specify whether instruction to negotiator 

will concern price, terms of payment, o.r both) 

(c) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in 
closed session pursuant to Section 54956 9: 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--EXISIING lITIGAIION 
(Subdivision (a) of Section 54956 9) 

Name of case: (Specify by reference to claimant's name, names of 
parties, case or claim numbers) 

or 
Case name unspecified: (Specify wl1ether disclosure would 

jeopardize service of process or existing settlement negotiations) 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--ANIICIPAIED LITIGATION 
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of 

Section 54956 9: (Specify number of potential cases) 
(In addition to the information not.teed above, the agency may be 

required to provide additional information on the agenda or in an 
oral statement prior to the closed session pursuant to subparagraphs 
(Bl to (E), inclusive, of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Seccion 
54956.9 ) 

Initiation of litigation pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 
54956 .. 9: (Specify number of pocential. cases) 

(d) With respect to ever·y item of business to be discussed in 
closed session pursuant to Section 54956 95: 

LIABILITY CLAIMS 
Claimant: 

54961) 
(Specify name unless unspecified pursuant to Section 

Agency claimed against: (Specify name) 

(e) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in 
closed session pursuant co Seccio11 54957: 

1HREAI TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR EACilITIES 
Consultation with: (SpecJ"fy 11a.me: of law enforcement. agency and 

title of officer, or name of applicable agency representative and 
title) 
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PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENI 
Title: (Specify descriptio11 of position to be filled) 
PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT 
Title: (Specify descript1011 of position to be filled) 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
Title: {Specify posit.ion title of employee being reviewed) 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE 
(No additional information is required in connection with a closed 

session to consider discipline, dismissal, or release of a public 
employee Discipline includes potential reduction of compensation .. 

( f) With respect to every i tern of bus_iness to be discussed in 
closed session pursuant to Section 54957 6: 

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS 
Agency designated representatives: (Specify names of designated 

representatives attending the closed session) (If circumstances 
necessitate tl1e absence of a specified designated representative, an 
agent or designee may participate i11 place of the absent 
representative so long as the 11arne of the agent or designee is 
announced at an open session held prior to the closed session) 

Employee organization: {Specify name of organization representing 
employee or employees in question) 

or 
Unrepresented employee: 

employee who is the subject 
(Specify position title of unrepresented 
of the negotiations) 

(g) With respect to closed sessions called pursuant to Section 
54957 .. 8: 

CASE REVIEW/PLANNING 
(No additional information is required in connection with a closed 

session to consider case review or planning) 

(h) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in 
closed session pursuant to Sections 1461, 32106, and 32155 of the 
Health and Safety Code or Sections 37606 and 37624.3 of the 
Government Code: 

REPORT INVOLVING TRADE SECRET 
Discussion will concern: (Specify whether discussion will concern 

proposed new service, program, or facility) 
Estimated date of public disclosure: (Specify month and year) 
HEARINGS 
Subject matter: (Specify whe·ther testimony/deliberation wi.11 

concern staff privileges, report of medical audit committee, or 
report of quality assurance committee) 

(i) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in 
closed session pursuant to Sectio11 54956 86: 

CHARGE OR COMPLAINT INVOLVING INFOR~A1TON PROIECTED BY FEDER~l LJl.W 

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed 
session to discuss a charge or complaint pursuant to Section 
54956 86 I 
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54954 6 {a) (1) Before adopcing any new or increased general tax 
or any new or increased assessment, the legislative body of a local 
agency shall conduct at least one public meeting at which local 
officials shall allow public testimony regarding the proposed new or 
increased general tax or new or increased assessment in addition to 
the noticed public hearing at which the legislative body proposes to 
enact or increase the general tax o.i:· assessment .. 

For purposes of this section, the term ''new or increased 
assessment" does not include any of the following: 

(A) A fee that does not exceed the reasonable cost of providing 
the services, facilities, or regulatory activity for which the fee is 
charged 

{B) A service charge, rate, or charge, unless a special district's 
principal act requires the service charge, rate, or charge to 
conform to the requirements of this section 

(C) An ongoing annual assessment if it is imposed at the same or 
lower amount as any previous year 

(D) An assessment that does not. exceed an assessment formula or 
range of assessments previously specified in the notice given to the 
public pursuant to subparagraph (G) of paragraph (2) of subdivision 
(c) and that was previously adopted b~ the agency or approved by the 
voters in the area where the assessment is imposed .. 

(E) Standby or immediate availability charges 
(2) The legislative body shall provide at least 45 days' public 

notice of the public hearing at which the legislative body proposes 
to enact or increase the general tax or assessment. The legislative 
body shall provide not.ice for the public meeting at the same time and 
in the same document as the notice for the public hearing, but the 
meeting shall occur prior to tne hearing 

(b} (1) The joint notice of both the public meeting and the public 
hearing required by subdivision (a) witl1 respect to a proposal for a 
new or increased general tax slD.11 bt: accomplished by placing a 
display advertisement of at least:. one-eighth page in a newspaper of 
general circulation for three weeks pursuant to Section 6063 and by a 
first-class mailing to those interested parties who have filed a 
written request with the local agency for mailed notice of public 
meetings or hearings on new or increased general caxes The public 
meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 
10 days after the first publication of the joint notice pursuant to 
this subdivision The public hearing shall take place no earlier 
than seven days after the public meeting pursuant to this 
subdivision.. Notwithstanding paragraph ( 2) of sub di vision (a) , the 
joint notice need not include notice of the public meeting after the 
meeting has taken place. The public hearing pursuant to subdivision 
(a) shall take place no earlier than 45 days after the first 
publication of the joint not.ice pursuant to this subdivision. Any 
written request for mailed notices shall be effective for one year 
from the date on which it is filed unl~ss a renewal request is filed 

Renewal requests for mailed notices shall be filed on or before 
Aprill of each year The legislative body may establish a 
reasonable annual charge for sending notices based on the estimated 
cost of providing the service 

(2} The notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(Pd The amount or rat.e of the t.a:-.: If the tax is proposed to be 
increased from any previous yeaL, the Joint. notice shall separately 
state both the existing tax rate and the proposed tax rate increase 

(Bl 1he activity co be taxed. 
{C) Ihe estimated amount of revenu~ to be raised by the tax 
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annually .. 
(D) The method and frequency for collecting the tax 
{E) The dates, t.imes, and locations of the public meeting and 

hearing described in subdivision (a) 
(f) The phone number and address of an individual, office, or 

organization that interested persons may contact to receive 
additional information about the tax 

(c) (1) Ihe joint notice of both th2 public meeting and the public 
hearing required by subdivision {a) with respect to a proposal for a 
new or increased assessment on real property shall be accomplished 
through a mailing, postage prepaid, in the United States mail and 
shall be deemed given when so deposited The public meeting pursuant 
to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 10 days after 
the joint mailing pursuant. to this subdivision The public hearing 
shall take place no earlier than seven days after the public meeting 
pursuant to this subdivision The envelope or the cover of the 
mailing shall include the name of the local agency and the return 
address of the sender. This mailed notice shall be in at least 
10-point type and shall be given to a.ll property owners proposed to 
be subject t.o the new or i11cre~sed assessment by a mailing by name to 
those persons whose names and addresses app~ar on the lase equalized 
county assessment roll or the State Board of Equalization assessment 
roll, as the case may be 

(2) The joint notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision 
shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(A) The estimated amount of the assessment per parcel If the 
assessment is proposed to be increased from any previous year, the 
joint notice shall separately state both the amount of the existing 
assessment and the proposed assessment increase. 

(Bl A general description of the purpose or improvements that the 
assessment will fund. 

(C} The address to which property owne.r:s may mail a protest 
against the assessment 

(D) The phone number and address of an individual, office, or 
organization that interested perso11s may contact to receive 
additional information about the assessment 

(El A statement that a maJority protest will cause the assessment 
to be abandoned if the assessment act used to levy the assessment so 
provides Notice shall also state the percentage of protests 
required to trigger an electio11 1 if applicable 

(f) 'Ihe dates, times, and locations of the public meecing and 
hearing described in subdivision (a) 

(G) A proposed assessment formula o:t: ran~Je as 
subparagraph {D) of paragraph (l) of subdivision 
and that is noticed pursuant to this section 

described in 
{a) if applicable 

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of an assessment 
that is proposed exclusively for operation and maintenance expenses 
imposed throughout the entire local agency, or exclusively for 
operation and maintenance assessments proposed to be levied on 50,000 
parcels or more, notice may be provided pursuant to this subdivision 
or pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (bl and shall include 
the estimated amount of the assessment of various types, amounts, or 
uses of property and the information required by subparagraphs (B) to 
(G), inclusive, of paragraph (2) of subdivision {c) 

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph {l), in the case of an assessment 
proposed to be levied pursuant to ?~rt 2 (commencing with Section 
22500) of Division 2 of 1:.he Streets and Highways code by a regional 
park district, regional park 3.nd opc.11-.spacE d1.strict., or regional 
open-space district formed pur·suant to A.rticle 3 (commencing with 
Section 5500) of Chapter 3 o-f D1v2-sion S of, or pursuant to Division 
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26 (commencing with Section 351UlJ) of, the Public Resources Code, 
notice may be provided pursuant. to paragraph (1) of subdivision (bl 

(d} The notice requirements imposed by this section shall be 
construed as additional to, and not to supersede, existing provisions 
of law, and shall be applied concurrently with the existing 
provisions so as to not delay or prolong the governmental 
decisionmaking process. 

(e) This section shall not apply to any new or increased general 
tax or any new or increased assessment that requires an election of 
either of the following: 

(l} The property owners subject to the assessment 
(2) The voters within the local agency imposing the tax or 

assessment. 
(f) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from 

holding a consolidated meeting or hearing at which the legislative 
body discusses multiple tax or assessment proposals. 

(g) The local agency may recover the reasonable costs of public 
meetings, public hearings, and notice required by this section from 
the proceeds of the tax or ass<2ssment The costs recovered for these 
purposes, whether recovered pursuant to this subdivision or any 
other provision of law, shall 11ot e:{ceed the reasonable costs of the 
public meetings, public hearings, :1.nd notice, 

(h) Any new or increased assessment that is subject to the notice 
and hearing provisions of Article XIIIC or XIIID of the California 
Constitution is not subject to the 11otice and he3ring requirements of 
this section 

54955 The legislative body of a local agency may adjourn any 
regular, adjourned regular, special or adjourned special meeting to a 
time and place specified in the order of adjournment. Less than a 
quorum may so adjourn from time t.o time If all members are absent 
from any regular or adJourned regular meeting the clerk or secretary 
of the legislative body may declare the meeting adjourned to a stated 
time and place and he shall cause a written notice of the 
adjournment to be given in the s21.me manner as provided in Sect.ion 
54956 for special me~tings, unless such notice is waived as provided 
for special meetings A copy of the order or notice of adjournment 
shall be conspicuously posted on or near the door of the place where 
the regular, adjourned regular, special or adjourned special meeting 
was held within 24 hours after the time of the adjournment When a 
regular or adjourned regular meeting is adjourned as provided in this 
section, the resulting adjourned regular meeting is a regular 
meeting for all purposes When an order of adjournment of any 
meeting fails to state the houi: at which the adjourned meeting is to 
be held, it shall be held at the hout .specified for .regular meetings 
by ordinance, resolution, bylaw, 01. other rule 

54955 l .. Any hearing being held, or noticed or ordered to be held, 
by a legislative body of a local agency at any meeting may by order 
or notice of continuance be continued or recontinued to any 
subsequent meeting of the legislative body in the same manner and to 
the same extent set forth in Section 54955 for the adjournment of 
meetings; provided, that if the hearing is continued to a time less 
than 24 hours after the time specified in the order or notice of 
hearing, a copy of the order or 11ocice of continuance of hearing 
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shall be posted irmnediately followin9 the meeting at which the or:der 
or declaration of continuance was adopted or made. 

54956 A special meeting may be called at any time by the presiding 
officer of the legislative body of a local agency, or by a majority 
of the members of the legislative body, by delivering written notice 
to each member of the legislative body and to each local newspaper of 
general circulation and radio or televisio11 station requesting 
notice in writing The notice shall be delivered personally or by 
any other means and st1all be received at least 24 hours before the 
time of the meeting as specified in the notice. The call and not.ice 
shall specify the time and place of the special meeting and the 
business to be transacted or discussed. No other business shall be 
considered at these meetings by the legislative body. The written 
notice may be dispensed with as to any member who at or prior to the 
time the meeting convenes files with the clerk or secretary of the 
legislative body a written waiver of notice The waiver may be given 
by telegram. The written not.ice may also be dispensed with as to 
any member who is actually present at the meeting at the time it 
convenes 

The call and notice shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the 
special meeting in a location t.hat is freely accessible to members 
of the public 

54956 5 (a) for purposes of this section, "emergency situation" 
means both of the following: 

( l) An emergency, which shall be de-fined as a work stoppage, 
crippling activity, or oi:.her activity that severely impairs public 
health, safety, or both 1 as determined by a majority of the members 
of the legislative body 

(2) A dire emergency, which shall be defined as a crippling 
disaster, mass destr:uction 1 terrorist act 1 or threatened terrorist 
activity that poses peril so immediate and significant that requiring 
a legislative body to provide one-hour notice before holding an 
emergency meeting under this section may endanger the public health, 
safety, or both, as determined by a majority of the members of the 
legislative body 

(b) (1) Subject to paragr·aph (2), in the case of an emergency 
situation involving matters upon which prompt action is necessary due 
to the disruption or threatened disruption of public facilities, a 
legislative body may hold an emergency meeting without complying with 

either the 24-hour not.ice 1equirement or the 24-hou1 posting 
requirement of Section 5495E or both of the notice and posting 
requirements 

(2) Each local newspaper of general circulation and radio or 
television station that has request.ed notice of special meetings 
pursuant to Section 54956 shall be notified by the presiding officer 
of the legislative body, or designee thereof, one hour prior to the 
emergency meeting 1 or, in the case" of a dire emergency, at or near 
the time that the presiding office1 or designc"e notifies the members 
of the legislative body of the emergency meeting This notice shall 
be given by telephone and all telephone numbers provided in the most 
recent request of a newspapei or stacion for notificacion of special 
meetings shall be exhausted In the event that telephone services 
are not functio11i11g, the notice" requi1ements of this section shall be 
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deemed waived, and the legislative body, or designee of the 
legislative body, shall notify those newspapers, radio st.ations, or 
television stations of the fact of the holding of the emergency 
meeting, the purpose of the meeting, and any action taken at the 
meeting as soon after the meeting as possible 

{cl During a meeting held pursuant to this section, the 
legislative body may meet in closed session pursuant to Section 54957 
if agreed to by a two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative 
body present, or, if less than two-thirds of the members are present, 
by a unanimous vote. of the members present 

(d) All special meeting requirements, as prescribed in Section 
54956 shall be applicable to a meeting called pursuant to this 
section, with the exception of the 24-hour notice requirement 

(e} 'Ihe minutes of a meeting called pursuant to this section, a 
list of persons who the presiding officer of the legislative body, or 
designee of the legislative body, notified or attempted to notify, a 
copy of the rollcall vote, and any actions taken at the meeting 
shall be posted for a minimum of 10 days in a public place as soon 
after the meeting as possible 

54956 .. 6. No fees may be charged by the legislative body of a local 
agency for carrying out any provision of this chapter, except as 
specifically authorized by this chapter 

54956. 7 Whenever a legislative body of a local agency determines 
that it is necessary to discuss and determine whether an applicant 
for a license or license renewal, who has a criminal record, is 
sufficiently rehabilitated to obtain the license, the legislative 
body may hold a closed session with the applicant and the applicant's 
attorney, if any, for the purpose of holding the discussion and 
making the determination .. If the legislative body determines, as a 
result of the closed session, that the issuance or renewal of the 
license should be denied, the applicant shall be offered the 
opportunity to withdraw the application If the applicant withdraws 
the application, no record shall be kepc of the discussions or 
decisions made at the closed session and all matters relating to the 
closed session ~hall be confidential If the applicant does not 
withdraw the application, the legislative body shall take action at 
the public meeting during which the closed session is held or at its 
next public meeting denying the application for the license but all 
matters relating to the closed session are confidential and shall not 
be disclosed without the consent of the applicant, except in an 
action by an applicant who has been denied a license challenging the 
denial of the license 

54956 .. 8 Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a 
legislative body of a local agency may hold a closed session with its 
negotiator prior to the purchase, sale, exchange, or lease of real 
property by or for the local agency to grant authority to its 
negotiator regarding the price and tt:'rrns of payment for the purchase, 
sale, ~xchange, or lease 

However, prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the 
local agency shall hold an open and public session in which it 
identifies its negotiators, the zeal propercy or real properties 

,, 
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which the negotiations moy conc<2:Ln, ~il1d c.hc person or ps::rsons with 
whom its negotiators may negotiate 

For purposes of this sectio~1, ne·gotiators may be members of the 
legislative body of the local agency. 

For purposes of this sect.ion, ''lease'' includes renewal or 
renegotiation of a lease 

Nothing in this section shall preclude a local agency from holding 
a closed session for discussions regarding eminent domain 
proceedings pursuant to Section 54956 9 

54956.86 Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a 
legislative body of a local agency which provides services pursuant 
to Section 14087 3 of the Welfare: and Institutions Code may hold a 
closed session to hear a charge or complaint from a member enrolled 
in its health plan if the member does not wish to have his or her 
name, medical status, or. othe·r information that is protected by 
federal law publicly disclosed Prior to holding a closed session 
pursuant to this section, the legislative body shall inform the 
member, in writing, of his or: her right to have the charge or 
complaint heard in an open session rather than a closed session 

54956.,87 {a) Notwithsta11d1ng any ocl1er provision of this chapter, 
the records of a health plan that is licensed pursuant to the 
Knox-Keene Health Care Service Pla11 Act of 1975 (Chapter 2 2 
(commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety 
Code) and that is governed by a county board of supervisors, whether 
paper records, records maintained in the management information 
system, or records in any other form, that relate to provider rate or 
pay'ITlent determinations, allocation or distribution methodologies for 
provider payments, formulas or calculations for these payments, and 
contract negotiations with providers of health care for alternative 
rates are exempt from disclosure for a period of three years after 
the contract is fully executed The transmission of the records, or 
the information contained ther,::-111 in an alternative form, to the 
board of supervisors shall not constitute a waiver of exemption from 
disclosure, and the records and information once transmitted to the 
board of supervisors shall be subJect to this same exemption 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing 
board of a health plan that is lice11sed pursuant to the Knox-Keene 
Health Care Service Plan Act of 1975 {Chapter 2 2 (commencing with 
Section 1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code) and that 
is governed by a county board of supervisors may order that a meeting 
held solely for the purpose of discussion or taking action on health 
plan trade secrets, as defined in subdivision (f), shall be held in 
closed session The requj_rements of mal-:1ng 3. public report of action 
taken in closed session, and the vote or abstention of every member 
present, may be limited to a bric.f gs::neral description without the 
information constituting the trade secret 

(c) Notwithstanding any ct.her provision of law, tl1e governing 
board of a health plan may meec in closed session to consider and 
take action on matters pertaining to contracts and contract 
negotiations by the healtl1 plan with providers of health care 
services concerning all matters related to rates of payment.. Ihe 
governing board may delete the portio11 or portions containing trade 
secrets from any documents that. were finally approved in the closed 
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session held pursuant to subd1vis1011 (b) th~t are provided to persons 
who have made the timely or standing request 

(d) Nothing in this sectio11 shall be construed as preventing the 
governing board from meeting in closed session as otherwise provided 
by law 

(el The provisions of this section shall not prevent access to any 
records by the Joint Legislative Audit Committee in the exercise of 
its powers pursuant. to Article l (commencing with Section 10500) of 
Chapter 4 of Part 2 of Division 2 of Title 2 The provisions of this 
section also shall not prevenL access to any records by the 
Department of Corporations in the exercise of its powers pursuant to 
Article 1 (commencing with Section 1340) of Chapter 2 2 of Division 2 
of the Health and Safety Code 

(f) For purposes of this se.C'C..lOn, "health plan trade secret" means 
a trade secret, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3426 l of 
the Civil Code, that. also meets both of the following criteria: 

(1) The secrecy of the information is necessary for the health 
plan to initiate a new service, program, marketing strategy, business 
plan, or technology, or to add a benefit or product 

(2) Premature disclosure of the trade secret would create a 
substantial probability of depriving the health plan of a substantial 
economic benefit or opportunity 

54956 9 Nothing in this chap'C.eL shall be construed to prevent a 
legislative body of a local agency, based on advice of its legal 
counsel, from holding a closed session to confer with, or receive 
advice from, its legal counsel r:c·garding pending litigation when 
discussion in open session concer:ning those matters would prejudice 
the position of the local agency in tl1e litigation 

For purposes of this chapter, all e:~pressions of the lawyer-client 
privilege other than those provided in this section are hereby 
abrogated This section is the exclusive expression of the 
lawyer-client privilege for purposes of conducting closed-·session 
meetings pursuant to this chapter 

For purposes of this section, ''litigation'' includes any 
adjudicatory proceeding, inoludi11g eminent domain, before a 
administrative body exercising its adjudicatory authority, 
officer, or arbitrator. 

court, 
hearing 

For purposes of this section, litigation shall be considered 
pending when any of the following circumstances exist: 

(a) Litigation, to wlnch the local agency is a party, has been 
initiated formally 

(b) (1) A point has been reached where, in the opinion of the 
legislative body of the local agency on the advice of its legal 
counsel, based on existing facts and circumstances, there is a 
significant exposure to litigation against the local agency 

{2) Based on existing faci::s and circumstances, the legislative 
body of the local agency is meeting only to decide whether a closed 
session is authorized pursua11c co paragraph (1) of this subdivision 

(3) For purposes of paragraphs (1.) and (2), "e:x:isting facts and 
circumstances" shall consist only of on-:: of the following: 

(A) Facts and circumstances that might result in litigation 
against the local agency but which the local agency believes are not 
yet known to a potential plaintiff oL plaintiffs, which facts and 
circumstances need not be disclosed 

(Bl Facts and circumstances, including, but not limited to, an 
accident, disaster, incident, or transactional occurrence that might 
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result in litigation against the agency and that are known to a 
potential plaintiff or plaintiffs, which facts or circumstances shall 
be publicly stated on the agenda or announced. 

(C) The receipt of a claim pursuant to the Tort Claims Act or some 
other written communication from a potential plaintiff threatening 
litigation, which claim or communication shall be available for 
public inspection pursuant to Section 54957 5 

(D) A statement made by a person in an open and public meeting 
threatening litigation on a specific matter within the responsibility 
of the legislative body 

(E) A statement threatening litigation made by a person outside an 
open and public meeting on a specific matter within the 
responsibility of the legislative body so long as the official or 
employee of the local agency receivir1g knowledge of the threat makes 
a contemporaneous or other record of the statement prior to the 
meeting, which record shall be avai1abl<::· for public inspection 
pursuant to Section 54957 5. The records so created need not 
identify the alleged victim of unlawful or tortious sexual conduct or 
anyone making the threat on their- behalf, or identify a public 
employee who is the alleged perpetrator of any unlawful or tortious 
conduct upon which a threat of litigation is based, unless the 
identity of the person has been publicly disclosed 

(E) Nothing in this section shall require disclosure of written 
communications that are privileged and not subject to disclosure 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3 5 
(commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) 

(c) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative 
body of the local agency has decided to initiate or is deciding 
whether to initiate litigation. 

Prior to holding a closed session pursuant to this section, the 
legislative body of the local agency shall state on the agenda or 
publicly announce the subdivision of chis sectio11 that authorizes the 
closed sessior1 If the session is closed pursuant to subdivision 
(a), the body shall state the title of or otherwise specifically 
identify the litigation to be discussed, unless the body states that 
to do so would jeopardize th~ agency's ability to effectuate service 
of process upon one or more unserved parties, or that to do so would 
jeopardize its ability to conclude e~isting settlement negotiations 
to its advantage 

A local agency shall be considered to be a ''party'' or to have a 
"significant exposure to litigation" if an officer or employee of the 
local agency is a party or has significant e~posure to litigation 
concerning prior or prospective activities o.r alleged activities 
du.ring the course and scope of that office o.r employment, including 
litigation in which it is an issue whether· an activity is outside the 
course and scope of the office or employment 

54956 95. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent 
a joint powers agency formed pu.rsuant to Article l (commencing with 
section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title l, for purposes of 
insurance pooling, o.r a local agency member of the joint powers 
agency, from holding a closed session to discuss a claim for the 
payment of tort liability losses, public liability losses, or workers' 
compensation liability incur.red by the Joint powers agency or a 
local agency member of the Joint. powers agency. 

(bl Nothing in this chapter shall be canst.rued to prevent the 
Local Agency Self-Insurance Authorit.y fo.rmed pursuant to Chapter 5 5 
{commencing with Section 6S9S .01) of Division 7 of Title l, or a 

• L. 
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local agency membeL of the authority, from holding a closed session 
to discuss a claim for the payment of tort liability losses, public 
liability losses, or workers' compensation liability incurred by the 
authority or a local agency member of the authority 

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect Section 
54956 9 with respect to any other local agency 

54957 (a) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to 
prevent the legislative body of a local agency from holding closed 
sessions with the Attorney General, district attorney, agency 
counsel, sheriff, or chief of police, or their respective deputies, 
or a security consultant or a security operations manager, on matters 
posing a threat to the security of public buildings, a threat to the 
security of essential public services, including water, drinking 
water, wastewater treatment, nat.ural gas se.rvice, and electric 
service, or a threat to the public's right of access to public 
services or public facilities 

(b) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), nothing contained in this 
chapter shall be construed to pLevent the legislative body of a local 
agency from holding closed sessions during a regular or special 
meeting to consider the appoin~ment, employment, evaluation of 
performance, discipline, or dismissal of a public employee or to hear 
complaints or charges brought .;;gainst the employee by ancther person 
or employee unless the employee requests a public session .. 

(2) As a condition to holding 3. closed session on specific 
complaints or charges brought .:1gainst an employee by another person 
or employee, the employee shall be givcn wr·itten notice of his or her 
right to have the complaints or charges heard in an open session 
rather than a closed session, which notice shall be delivered to the 
employee personally or by mail at least 24 hours before the time for 
holding the session .. If notice is riot given, any disciplinary or 
other action taken by the legislative body against the employee based 
on the specific complaints or charges in the closed session shall be 
null and void 

{3) The legislative body also may exclude.• from the public or 
closed meeting, during the examination of a witness, any or all other 
witnesses in the matt.er bein~J J.nvestigated by the legislative body 

{4) For the purposes of this subdivision, the term "employee" 
shall include an officer or a11 independent contractor who functions 
as an officer or an employee. but shall not. include any elected 
official, member of a legislative body or other independent 
contractors. Nothing in this subdivision shall limit local officials' 
ability to hold closed session meetings pursuant to Sections 1461, 
32106, and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code or Sections 37606 and 
37624.3 of the Goverrunent. Code Closed sessions held pursuant to 
this subdivision shall not include discussion or action on proposed 
compensation except for a r.e·duction of compensation that results from 
the imposition of discipline 

5495 7 L (a) The legislacive body of any local agency shall 
publicly report any action taker1 in closed session and the vote or 
abstention of every member present thereon, as follows: 

(1) _:n,.pproval of an agreement. concluding real estate negotiations 
pursuant to Section 54 956 .. 8 shall be reported after the agreement is 
final, as specified below: 

C. 
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(A} If its own approval renders tl1e agreement final, the body 
shall report that approval and the substance of the agreement in open 
session at the public meeting du.ring which the closed session is 
held .. 

(B) If final approval rests with the other party to the 
negotiations, the local agency shall disclose the fact of that 
approval and the substance of the agreement upon inquiry by any 
person, as soon as the ether party or its agent has informed the 
local agency of its approval. 

(2) Approval given to its legal counsel to defend, or seek or 
refrain from seeking appellate review or relief, or to enter as an 
amicus curiae in any form of litigation as the result of a 
consultation under Section 54956.9 shall be reported in open session 
at the public meeting during which the closed session is held.. I'he 
report shall identify, if known, the adverse party or parties and the 
substance of the litigation. In the case of approval given to 
initiate or intervene in an act.ion, the announcement need not 
identify the action, the defendants, or other particulars, but shall 
specify that the direction to initiate or intervene in an action has 
been given and that the action, the defendants, and the other 
particulars shall, once formally cormnenced, be disclosed to any 
person upon inquiry, unless to do so would jeopardize the agency's 
ability to effectuate service of process on one or more unserved 
parties, or that to do so would jeopardize its ability to conclude 
existi.ng settlement negotiations to its advantage 

(3) Approval given to its legal counsel of a settlement of pending 
litigation, as defined in Section 54956 9, at any stage prior to or 
during a judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding shall be reported 
after the settlement is final, as specified below: 

(A) If the legislative body accepts a settlement offer signed by 
the opposing party, the body shall report its acceptance and identify 
the substance of the agreeme11t in open session at the public meeting 
during which the closed session is held 

{Bl If final approv::i.l rests with some other party to the 
litigation or with the court, then as soon as the settlement becomes 
final, and upon inquiry by any person, the local agency shall 
disclose the fact of that approval, and identify the substance of the 
agreement 

(4) Disposition reached as to claims discussed in closed session 
pursuant to Section 54956 95 shall be reported as soon as reached in 
a manner that identifies the na.me of the claimant, the name of the 
local agency claimed against, the substance of the claim, and any 
monetary amount approved for payment and agreed upon by the claimant 

(5) Action taken to appoint, employ, dismiss, accept the 
resignation of, or otherwise affect the employment status of a public 
employee in closed session pursuant. to Section 54957 shall be 
reported at the public meeting during which the closed session is 
held. Any report required by this paragraph shall identify the title 
of the position The general requirement of this paragraph 
notwithstanding, the report of a dismissal or of the nonrenewal of an 
employment contract shall be deferred until the first. public meeting 
following the exhaustion of administrative remedies, if any. 

(6) Approval of an agreement concluding labor negotiations with 
represented employees pursuant t.o Secc ion 54 95 7 6 shall be reported 
after the agreement is final ai1d has been 3ccepted or ratified by the 
other party The report. sh3ll identify the it.em approved and the 
other party or parties to t.hc negot.iat.ion 

(b) Reports that are required to be made pursuant to this section 
may be made orally or in writing. Il1e legislative body shall provide 
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to any person who has subm1.tted a written request to the legislative 
body within 24 hours of the posting of the agenda, or to any person 
who has made a standing request for all documentation as part of a 
request for not.ice of meetings pursuant to Section 54954 l or 54956, 
if the requester is present at the time the closed session ends, 
copies of any contracts, settlement agreements, or other documents 
that were finally approved or 3dopted in tl1e closed session If the 
action taken results in one or more substantive amendments to the 
related documents requiring retyping, t.he documents need not be 
released until the retyping is completed during normal business 
hours, provided that the presiding officer of the legislative body or 
his or her designee orally summarizes the substance of the 
amendments for the benefit of the document. requester or any other 
person present and requesting the information. 

(c) The documentation referred to in paragraph (b) shall be 
available to any person on the next business day following ~he 
meeting in which the action referred to is t:aken or, in the case of 
substantial amendments, when any necessary retyping is complet.e 

(d} Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that the 
legislative body approve accio11s not otherwise subject to 
legislative body approval 

(e) No action for injury to a reputational, liberty, or other 
personal interest may be comrnenced by or on behalf of any employee or 
former employee with respect to whom a disclosure is made by a 
legislative body in an effort to comply with this section 

54957 2 (a) The legislative body of a local agency may, by 
ordinance or resolution, designate a cl~rk or other officer or 
employee of the local agency who shall then attend each closed 
session of the legislative body and keep and enter in a minute book a 
record of topics discussed a11d decisions made at the meeting The 
minute book made pursuant. to this so2ction is not a public record 
subject to inspection pursuant to the California Public Records Act 
(Chapter 3 .. 5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 
1), and shall be kept confidential. The minute book shall be 
available only to members of the legislative body or, if a violation 
of this chapter is alleged to have occurred at a closed session, to a 
court of general jurisdiction wheLein the local agency lies Such 
minute book may, but need not, consist of a recording of the closed 
session. 

(b) An elected legislative body of a local agency may require that 
each legislative body all or a majority of whose members are 
appointed by or under the authority of the elected legislative body 
keep a minute book as prescribed under subdivision (a) 

54957 .. 5.. (a) Notwithstanding Section 6255 or any other provisions 
of law, agendas of public meetings and any other writings, when 
distributed to all, or a majority of all, of the members of a 
legislative body of a local agency by any person in connection with a 
matter subject to discussion or consideration at a public meeting of 
the body, are disclosable public recoTdS under the California Public 
Records Act (Chapter 3 5 (conunencing with Section 6250) of Division 
7 of Title 1), and shall be made 3Vailable upon request without 
delay However, this sectiou slla.ll not include any writing e:-:empt 
from public disclosur,e under Sectio11 6253 .. 5, 6254, 6254 7, or 
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6254 .. 22. 
(b) Writings that are public records under subdivision (a) and 

that are distributed during a public meeting shall be made available 
for public inspection at the meeting if prepared by the local agency 
or a member of its legislative body, or after the meeting if prepared 
by some other person. These writings shall be made available in 

appropriate alternative formats upon re.quest by a person with a 
disability, as required by Sect.ion 202 of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 {42 U s.c sec 12132), and the federal 
rules and regulations adopted in impl2m-=:ntation thereof .. 

(cl Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the 
legislative body of a local ag2ncy from charging a fee or deposit for 
a copy of a public record puLsuant to Section 6253, except that no 
surcha.rge shall be imposed on persons with disabilities in violation 
of Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 
U S .C Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in 
implementation thereof. 

(d) This section shall not be construed to limit or delay the 
public's right to inspect or obtain a copy of any record required to 
be disclosed under the requirements of the Califo.rnia Public Records 
Act (Chapter 3 5 (commencing w.:.c!l Sect.ion 6250) of Division 7 of 
Title 1) Nothing in this chapter sl1all be construed to require a 
legislative body of a local ~gency to place any paid advertisement or 
any other paid notice in any publication 

54957 6. {a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 
legislative body of a local agency may hold closed sessions with the 
local agency's designated representatives regarding the salaries, 
salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits 
of its represented and unrepr.esent.ed employees, and, for represented 
employees, any other matter wit.hin the statutorily provided scope of 
representation .. 

However, prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the 
local agency shall hold an ope11 and public sessior1 in which it 
identifies its designated representatives 

Closed sessions of a legisl3tive body of 3 local agency, as 
permitted in this section, shall be for the purpose of reviewing its 
position and instructing the local agency's designated 
representatives 

Closed sessions, as pe·rrnitted in this section, may take place 
prior to and during consultations and discussions with 
representatives of employee o.rganizations and unrepresented 
employees 

Closed sessions with the local age11cy's desig11ated representative 
regarding the salaries, sala.r:y schedules, or compensation paid in the 
form of fringe benefits may include discussion of an agency's 
available funds and funding priorities, but only insofar as these 
discussions relate to providing instructio11s to the local agency's 
designated representative. 

Closed sessions held pursuant to this section shall not include 
final action on the proposed compensation of one or more 
unrepresented employees 

for the purposes enumerated in t.h1s section, a legislative body of 
a local agency may also meet with a state conciliator who has 
intervened in the proceedings 

{b) For the purposes of this section, :he term "employee" shall 
include an officer or an independenc contractor who functions as an 
officer or an employee, but sh::i.ll not include any elected official, 

" 
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member of a legislative body, 01 othe1 independent contractors 

54957. 7 .. (a) Prior to holding any closed session, the legislative 
body of the local agency shall disclose, in an open meeting, the item 
or items to be discussed in the closed session. The disclosure may 
take the form of a reference to the item or items as they are listed 
by number or letter on the agenda In the closed session, the 
legislative body may consider only those matters covered in its 
statement Nothing in this sect.ion shall require or authorize a 
disclosure of information prohibited by state or federal law .. 

(b) After any closed session, the legislative body shall reconvene 
into open session prior to adjournment and shall make any 
disclosures required by Section 5495/ 1 of action taken in the closed 
session. 

{c) The announcements required to be made in open session pursuant 
to this section may be made at the location announced in the agenda 
for the closed session, as long as the public is allowed to be 
present at that location for th~ purpos~ of hearing the 
announcements 

54957.8 .. Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to 
prevent the legislative body of a multijurisdictional drug law 
enforcement agency, or an advisory body of a multijurisdictional drug 
law enforcement agency, from holding closed sessions to discuss the 
case records of any ongoing criminal investigation of the 
mult.ijurisdictional drug law enforct::ment agency or of any party to 
the joint powers agreement, to hear testimony from persons involved 
in the investigation, and to discuss courses of action in particular 
cases. 

"Multijurisdict.ional drug law enforcement agency," for purposes of 
this section, means a Joint powe.rs entity formed pursuant to Article 
1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of 'Title 
1, which provides drug law enforcement services for the parties to 
the joint powers agreement 

The Legislature finds and declares that this section is within the 
public interest, in that its provisions are necessary to prevent the 
impairment of ongoing law enforcement investigations, to protect 
witnesses and informants, and to permit the discussion of effective 
courses of action in particular cases. 

54957.9 In the event that any meeting is willfully interrupted by 
a group or groups of persons so as t.o render the orderly conduct of 
such meeting unfeasible 3.nd order cannot. be restored by the removal 
of individuals who are willfully interrupting the meeting, the 
members of the legislative body conducting the meeting may order the 
meeting room cleared and continue in session Only matters appearing 
on the agenda may be consideted in such a session Representatives 
of the press or other news media, except those participating in the 
disturbance, shall be allowed to actend any session held pursuant to 
this section Nothing in this section shall prohibit the· legislative 
body from establishing a p.rocedure for ro:::admitting an individual or 
individuals not responsible for ~illft1lly disturbing the orderly 
conduct of the meeting 
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54957 .. 10. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative 
body of a local agency may hold closed sessions to discuss a local 
agency employee 1 s application for early withdrawal of funds in a 
deferred compensation plan when the application is based on financial 
hardship arising from an unforeseeable emergency due to illness, 
accident, casualty, or other extraordi11ary event, as specified in the 
deferred compensation plan. 

54958. The 
legislative 

provisions of 
body of every 

conflicting provisions of 

this cl1apter shall apply to the 
local 3ge11cy notwithstanding the 
any other state law 

54959 Each member of a legislative body who attends a meeting of 
that legislative body where 3ction is taken in violation of any 
provision of this chapter, and whe·re the member intends to deprive 
the public of information to which the· member knows or has reason to 
know the public is entitled under this chapter, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor 

54960 (a) The district attorney or any interested person may 
commence an action by mandamus, injunction or declaratory relief for 
the purpose of stopping or preventing violations or threatened 
violations of this chapter by members of the legislative body of a 
local agency or to determine the applicability of this chapter to 
actions or threatened future action of the legislative body, or to 
determine whether any rule 01 ~ct1or1 by the legislative body to 
penalize or otherwise discourage the expression of one or more of its 
members is valid or invalid under t:bc laws of this state o.r of the 
United States, or to compel the legislative body to tape record its 
closed sessions as hereinafter provided 

(bl The court in its discretion ma.y, upon a judgment of a 
violation of Section 54956 7, 54956 8, 54956 9, 54956. 95, 5495'7, or 
54957 6, order the legislative body to tape record its closed 
sessions and preserve the tape recordings for the period and under 
the terms of security and confidentiality the court deems 
appropriate 

(cl (l} Each recording so kept shall be immediately labeled with 
the date of the closed session recorded and the title of the clerk or 
other officer who shall be custodian of che recording 

(2) The tapes shall be subject to che followirig discovery 
procedures: 

{Al In any case in which discovery or disclosure of tl1e tape is 
sought by either che discrict attorney or the plaintiff in a civil 
action pursuant to Section 54959, 54960, or 54960 l alleging that a 
violation of this chapter has occurred in a closed session which has 
been recorded pursuant to this sectio11, the party seeking discovery 
or disclosure shall file a wricten notice of motion with the 
appropriate court with notice to the governmental agency which has 
custody and control of the tape recording 1he notice shall be given 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Sect1oi1 1005 cf the Code of Civil 
Procedure 
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(B) The notice shall includ~, ii; :1dciition to the items required by 

Section 1010 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 3.ll of the following: 
(i) Identification of the proceeding in which discovery or 

disclosure is sought, the party seeking discovery or disclosure, the 
date and time of the meeting recorded, and the governmental agency 
which has custody and control of the recording 

(ii) An affidavit which contains specific facts indicating that a 
violation of the act occurred in the closed session 

(3) If the court, following a review of the motion, finds that 
there is good cause to believe that a violation has occurred, the 
court may review, in camera, the recording of that portion of the 
closed session alleged to have violated the act 

(4) If, following the in camera review, tl1e court concludes that 
disclosure of a port.ion of the recording would be likely to 
materially assist in the resolution of the litigation alleging 
violation of this chapter, the court shall, in its discretion, make a 
certified transcript of the portion of the recording a public 
exhibit in the proceeding 

{S) Nothing in this section shall permit discovery of 
communications which are protected by the attorney-client privilege. 

54960 .. l (al Ihe district 3.ttorney or. any interested person may 
commence an action by mandamus or: injunction for the purpose of 
obtaining a judicial determination that ar1 action taken by a 
legislative body of a local agency in violation of Section 54953, 
54954 .. 2, 54954 .. 5, 54954 .6, 54956, or: 54956 5 is null and void under 
this section Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent 
a legislative body from curing or correcting an action challenged 
pursuant to this section 

(b) Prior to any action being commenced pursuant to subdivision 
(a), the district attorney or: interested person shall make a demand 
of the legislative body to cure or correct the action alleged to have 
been taken in violation of Section 54953, 54954 2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 
54956, or 54956 5. The demand shall be in writing and clearly 
describe the challenged action of the legislative body and nature of 
the alleged violation 

(c) (1) 'Ihe written demand shall be made within 90 days from the 
date the action was taken unless the a.ct.ion was taken in an open 
session but in violation of Section 54954 2, in which case the 
written demand shall be made witrnn 30 days from the date the action 
was taken 

(2) Within 30 days of receipt of the demand, 
shall cure or correct the challenged action and 

the legislative body 
inform the demanding 

party in writing of its actions to cure or correct or inform the 
demanding party in writing of its decision not to cure or correct the 
challenged action 

(3) If the legislative body takes no action within the 30-day 
period, the inact.ion shall be deemed a decision not to cure or 
correct the challenged action, and t.hc 15-day period to commence the 
action described in subdivision (a) shall commence to run the day 
after the 30-day period to cure or correct expires 

(4} Within 15 days of receipt of the written notice of the 
legislative body's decision to cure or correct, or not to cure or 
correct, or within 15 days of the expiration of the 30-day period to 
cure or correct, whichever is earlier, the demanding party shall be 
required to commence the action pursuant to subdivision (a) or 
thereafter be barred fr:om commencing the action 

(d) An action taken th::1t is 3lleged to have· be·en taken in 

" 
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violation of Section 54953, 54954 2, 54954 5, 54954 6, 54956, or 
54956 5 shall not be determined to be null and void if any of the 
following conditions exist: 

(1) The action taken was in substantial compliance with Sections 
54953, 54954 .. 2, 54954.5, 54954 6, 54956, and 54956.5 

(2) The action taken was in connection with the sale or issuance 
of notes, bonds, or other evidences of indebtedness or any contract, 
instrument, or agreement. thereto 

(3) The action taken gave rise to a contractual obligation, 
including a coni::ract let by competitive bid other than compensation 
for services in the form of salary or fees for professional services, 
upon which a party has, in good faith and without notice of a 
challenge to the validity of the action, detrimentally relied 

(4) The action taken was in connection with the collection of any 
tax 

(5) Any person, city, city and county, county, district, or any 
agency or subdivision of the state alleging noncompliance with 
subdivision (a) of Section 54954 2, Section 54956, or section 
54956 5, because of any defect, error, irregularity, or omission in 
the notice given pursuant to tl1ose provisions, had actual notice of 
the item of business at least 72 hours prior to the meeting at which 
the action was taken, if the meeting was noticed pursuant to Section 
54954 2, or 24 hours prior t.o the me.eting at which the action was 
taken if the meeting was noticed pursuant to Section 54956, or prior 
to the meeting at which the action was taken if the meeting is held 
pursuant to Sectior1 54956 5 

(e) During any action seeking a judicial determination pursuant to 
subdivision (a) if the court determi11es, pursuant to a showing by 
the legislative body that ar1 action alleged to have been taken in 
violation of Section 54953, 54954 .2, 54954 5, 54954. 6, 54956, or 
54956 5 has been cured or coirected by a subsequent action of the 
legislative body, the action filed pursuant to subdivision (a) shall 
be dismissed with prejudice 

(f) The fact that a legislative body takes a subsequent action to 
cure or correct an action taken pursuant to this section shall not be 
construed or admi.ssible as evidence of a violation of this chapter. 

54960 5 A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees 
to the plaintiff in an action brought pursuant to Section 54960 or 
54960.l where it is found that a legislative. body of the local agency 
has violated this chapter The costs and fees shall be paid by the 
local agency and shall not become a personal liability of any public 
officer or employee of the local agency 

A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to a 
defendant in any action brought pursuant to Section 54960 or 54960 1 
where the defendant has prevailed in a final determination of such 
action and the court finds that the: action was clearly frivolous and 
totally lacking in merit 

54961. (a) No legislative body of a local agency shall conduct any 
meeting in any facility that prohibits the admittance of any person, 
or persons, on the basis of race, religious creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, or se~, oi which is inaccessible to disabled 
persons, or where members of the public may not be present without 
making a payment or purchase This section shall apply to every 
local agency as defined in Section 54951 
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(b) No notice, agenda, announcement, or L·eport required under this 
chapter need identify any victim or alleged victim of tortious 
sexual conduct or child abuse unless the identity of the person has 
been publicly disclosed 

54962. Except as expressly authorized by this chapter, or by 
Sections 1461, 1462, 32106, and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code 
or Sections 37606 and 37624 3 of the Government code as they apply to 
hospitals, or by any provision of the Education code pertaining to 
school districts and community college districts, no closed session 
may be held by any legislative body of any local agency. 

54963. (a) A person may not disclose confidential information that 
has been acquired by being present in a closed session authorized by 
Section 54956 7, 54956 8, 54956 86, 54956 .87, 54956 .9, 54957, 
54957 .. 6, 54957 .. 8, or 54957 10 to a person not entitled to receive it, 
unless the legislative body authorizes disclosure of that 
confidential information 

(b) Eor purposes of this section, "confidential information" means 
a communication made in a closed session that. is specifically 
related to the basis for the legislative body of a local agency to 
meet lawfully in closed session under this chapter 

(c) Violation of this section may be addressed by the use of such 
remedies as are currently av3ilable by law, including, but not 
limited to: 

(1) Injunctive relief to prevent the disclosure of confidential 
information prohibited by t.his section .. 

{2) Disciplinary action against an employee who has willfully 
disclosed confidential information in violation of this section 

(3) Referral of a member of a legislative body who has willfully 
disclosed confidential information in violation of this section to 
the grandjury. 

(d) Disciplinary action pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision 
(c) shall require that the employee in question has either received 
training as to the requirements of this section or otherwise has been 
given notice of the requirements of this section 

{e) A local agency may not take any action authorized by 
subdivision {c) against a person, nor shall it be deemed a violation 
of this section, for doing any of the· following: 

{l) Making a confidential inquiry or complaint to a district 
attorney or grand jury concerning a perceived violation of law, 
including disclosing facts to a district attorney or grand jury that 
are necessary to establish the illegality of an action taken by a 
legislative body of a local agency or the potential illegality of an 
action that has been the subject of deliberation at a closed session 
if that action were to be taken by a legislative body of a local 
agency .. 

(2) Expressing an opinion concer11i11g the propriety or legality of 
actions taken by a legislative body of a local agency in closed 
session, including disclosure of the nature and extent of the illegal 
or potentially illegal act.ion 

(3) Disclosing information acquired by being present in a closed 
session under this chapter that is not confidential information 

(fl Nothing in this section shall be co11strued to prohibit 
disclosures under the whistleblower s~atutes contained in Section 
1102 .5 of the Labor Code or Article cl S (commencing with Section 

L • 
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